






THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








THIRTY-SEVENTH Coneress, Ist Session. 





is Mr. SHEFFIELD presented resolutions from 
the General Assembly of Rhode Island with ref- | 
0- erence to the location of the Naval Academy at | 
he Newport; which were referred to the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs. 
= GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW—AGAIN. 
' Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee of five members of the 
House be appointed, to which shall be referred the subject 
of a general bankrupt law; and that said committee report 


. NAVAL ACADEMY AT NEWPORT. 


at the next session by bill or otherwise. || 
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DECLARATORY RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. OLIN submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the resolution of this House adopted on 
Monday, the 8th instant, restricting the business of the 
present extraordinary session to questions of immediate 
national interest, be so construed as to admit of the con- 
sideration only of practical measures of legislation on the 
subjects embraced in the message of the President and the 


reports of the several heads of Departments, and to exclude || 


all resolutions of a merely declaratory nature ; and that the 
Speaker be directed to rule as out of order all matters thus 
excluded, without waiting for points of order to be raised 
thereon. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


I rise to a question of order. 


That resolution changes the rule of the House, | 
| and is out of order. 


C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


New Series..... No. 9. 


The committee has received no leave 
to sit during the recess of Congress, and I will 
not consent thata clerk shall be appointed to con- 
tinue in office after our adjournment, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I suggest to the gentle- 
man that he withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Very well; I will with- 


| draw it for the present. 


| objection. 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. HICKMAN. I presenta bill to define 
and punish certain conspiracies, and ask that it 
| may be put on its passage. I will state that it has 
| received the sanction of the principal law officer 
| of the Government, and also of the Committee on 


| 
| PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRACY. 





I move the previous question on the passage of 
the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the sateen Say nana ae The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it does. 

Mr. ROSCOE CON KLING moved to recon- || 7; sivén constraciion ié u vain. 
sider the vote by.which the resolution was agreed 


: Mr. OLIN. That is not a change ofa rule. 
to; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the res- || 
on the table. o ce ; 


; olution to be out of order. Does the gentleman 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


appeal from his decision? 
PROPOSITION FOR A NATIONAL CONVENTION. Ar. OLIN. Ido. ; . 
Mr. WOOD. I offer the following resolution: | The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
age 7" ia | the resolution submitted by the gentleman from 
Resolved, That this Congress recommend the Governors aur Wank chammen a ani ak Die tieans ook, bine 
of the several States to convene their Legislatures for the + nm iS" . . —_ s ’ 
purpose of calling an election to select two delegates from day ’s notice being required, under the rules, to 
each congressional district, to meet in general convention |} submit any proposition for a change of the rules, 
at Louisville, in Kentucky, onthe first Monday in Septem- |/ that the resolution is not in order. From this | 
ber next; the purpose of the said convention to be to devise | ees . . r. ye are 
measures for the restoration of peace to our country. decision the gentleman from New York appeals; | 
and the question is, ‘Shall the decision of the | 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move to lay the appeal on 
| the table. 
Mr. OLIN. 
gestion ? 
The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 
Mr. OLIN. Ido not desire to debate, but sim- | 
ply to make a suggestion to the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. Any suggestion is in the 
nature of debate, and is not in order 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I desire to make 
an inquiry of the Chair. I wish to know what 
rule of the House the resolution of my colleague 
repeals or modifies ? 
‘he SPEAKER. It gives construction to the 
resolution adopted on motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana, (M r. Houman,] the other day, con- 
| confining the business of the House; which, hav- 
| ing been adopted, becomes a rule of the House. 
Mr. OLIN. Itdoes not change that resolution 
at all. | 
The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 
The question was taken; and the appeal was | 
laid on the table. 
Mr.OLIN. I give notice that I will bring up | 
the resolution to-morrow. 
BANKRUPTCY. | 
Mr. WARD introduced a bill to establish a gen- | 
eral and uniform system of bankruptcy throughout | 
the United States; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on_the 


Judiciary. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques- 
|] tion of order. 
| Mr. OLIN. Upon what ground? It does not 





I move the previous question on its adoption. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 51; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Appleton, Arnold, Ash- 
ley, Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. | 
Blair, Samuel 8S. Blair, Blake, Buthnton, Chamberlain, |} 
Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling,, | 
Conway, Curtis, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Diven, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Fes- 
senden, Franchot, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Gurley, 
Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Horton, Hutchins, 
Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lan- 
sing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, 
Mitchell, Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Patton, 
Pike, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rol- 
lins, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, 
Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, 
Trowbridge, Upton, Vandever, Van Horn, Van Valken- 
burgh, Van Wyck, Verree, Wall, Wallace, Charles W. 
Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. | 
White, and Windom—$92. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, George | 
H. Browne, Burnett, Calvert, Cobb, Cooper, Corning, Cox, 
Cravens, Crittenden, Delaplaine, Dunlap, English, Fisher, 
Fouke, Grider, Haight, Harding, Holman, Jackson, John- | 
son, Law, Lazear, Logan, McClernand, Mallory, Morris, | 
Noble, Noell, Norton, Nugen, Odell, George H. Pendleton, 
Reid, Richardson, Robinson, James 8. Rollins, Smith, | 
John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Vallandigham, Vib- 
bard, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Chilton A. White, | 
Wickliffe, Wood, and Woodruff—5l1. i} 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 


During the éall of the roll, 

Mr. DELANO stated that his colleagues, Mr. 
Rice and Mr. Train, were detained from the 
House by sickness. 

Mr. RIDDLE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
TrimBe, was detained from the House by sick- 
ness. 


FOREIGN INSURRECTIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. | 


Mr. CORNING submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested, if not, in his 
Opinion, incompatible with the public interest, to submit 
to this House all correspondence between this Government 
and foreign Powers on the subject of the existing insurrec- | 
tion in the United States. 


Mr. COX. A similar resolution has already 
been adopted by the House, I will say to the gen- 
tleman from New York. | 


Will the Chair hear a single sug- | 











STEAMER CATILINE. 
Mr. VAN WYCK submitted the following res- 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the Departments and officers of the Gov- | 
|| ernment are hereby requested to withhold the payment 
of any and ail noneys claimed to be due to any person or 
persons on account of the use or value of the steamboat 
Catiline, until the committee of investigation shall report 


CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. VAN WYCK submitted the following | 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee appointed to examine in | 
regard to contracts made by any of the Departments of the 
|| Government be authorized to employ a clerk at the usual | 
} rate of compensation. 

Mr. BURNETT. For how long? 
Mr. WASHBURNE. During the sitting of 





! 
thereon. {| 

| 

| 


the Judiciary. 


The bill was read forinformation. It provides 


that if two or more persons within any State or 
change the rules. || Territory shall conspire together to overthrow, or 


to put down, or to destroy by force, the Govern- 
ment of the United States; or to oppose by force 
the authority of the Government of the United 
States; or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay 
the execution of any law of the United States; or 
by force to seize, vibe, or possess any property of 
the United States, against the will, or contrary to 
the authority of the United States, or by force, or 


| intimidation, or threat, to preventany person from 


accepting or holding any office of trust, or place 
of confidence, under the United States, each and 
every person so offending shall be guilty of a 
high crime; and upon conviction thereof in any 
court of the United States having jurisdiction 
thereof, or district or supreme court of any Ter- 
ritory of the United States having jurisdiction 
thereof, shall be punished by a fine not less than 
$500 and not more than $5,000; or by imprison- 
ment, solitary or social, and with or without hard 
labor, asthe court shall determine, for a period not 
less than six months, nor greater than six years; 
or both such fine and imprisonment. 


Mr. BURNETT. I do not understand that the 


| gentleman can introduce that bill at this time and 


have it put upon its passage without unanimous 
consent; and I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman merely gave 
notice that he would move to put the bill on its 
passage, 


Mr. BURNETT. I will not interpose any ob- 


jection to the bill being put on its passage if it can 


| be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 


until it can be printed and we can have an oppor- 
tunity to see it. 

Mr. HICKMAN. That committee have al- 
ready yviven the bill their assent, and it would be 
useless to refer it to them now. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think it is too inyportant 
a bill not to take the ordinary course of legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I will then withdraw the 
bill, and give notice that I shall move to suspend 
the rules to put it on its passage as soon as the 
morning hour has expired. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency ot establishing a 
national armory at some point on the Juniata river, in the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. COX. 1 have no objection to that, if the 
gentleman will allow the inquiry to go to the spe- 


| cial committee raised at the present session of 


| Congress. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. I have no ob- 
jection to that, and will so modify my resolution, 
The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


JACOB GATES. 


| Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous 
consent, introduceda bill granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Jacob Gates; which was read a first and 
| second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 





Mr. CORNING. I prefer that this should be 
wets if the House will indulge me. 
he resolution was adopted. 


the committee, I suppose. 


| Mr. BURNETT, If the time can be limited | 
to 


the present session of Congress, I have no | 


METROPOLITAN POLICE. 
Mr. CALVERT, by unanimow® consent, in- 


et 


130 _|) ) THE 


trod if to orranize a metropolitan police 
for the city of Washington; which was read a 
first and s ! time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for the D tof Columbia. 


REBELLION, 


Mr. ALLEN. lLask the unanimous consent 
of i i ve to introduce the following 
i i 

R i, That whenever the States now in ret 

ri tthe General Government shall cease their rebellion 

d become loval to the Union, it is the duty of the Gov 


ernment to suspend the further prosecution of the present 
war 

Resolved, That it is no part of the object Of the present 
war again t the reb Nious States to interfere with the Insti 
tution of slavery therein 


I demand the previous question on the adoption 


anes i 
oT the resolutions. 

Mr. BLAKE. [ hope the gentleman will insert 
the proviso, that then iders will be delive red up 
to be hur r Ya er. 7 

Mr. AL LE} 1 demand the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution 

Mr. HICKMAN. Ir to a question of order. 
I make the point t at this resolution 1s ex luded 


by the terms of the order of the Hous ‘ adopted 
leman from Indiana, (Mr. 


ov motion of th en 
Homan. ] 

Tie SPEAKER. The Chairs 
oor der. 

ALLEN. It is certainly not excluded by 
ac resolution of the gentleman from Indiana, 
which was intended confine the business of the 
House to matters connected with the military and 
naval operations. The resolutions which I offer 
look to the object of the present military and naval 
operations of the Government, 

My HOLM AN. The construction of the Chair 


Is Certainly Hot warrant d by the resolution. The 
} J 


} 


' 
ustains the } oint 





subjects to be considered are those concerning thi 
m itary 1 naval operations of the Government. 
Certaily,a prope sition to limit those operations 
and declare then purpose, would be within the 
objects designed to be considered. 
TheSPEAKER. Onexaminingthe resolution 
of the gentleman from Ohio, and that adopted on 
motion of the gentleman from Indiana, the Chair 
adheres to his decision. The latter resolution, 


which IS now the rule of the House, provides 
that only business concerning the military and 
naval ope rations of the Government shall be in 
order at this session. The resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio only makes a declaration as to 
the object of the war. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 


CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIP IN OHIO. 


Mr. ALLEN, by unanimous consent, also in- 
troduced a bill for the relief of congressional town- 
ship eight south, of range three east, in Mercer 
county, Ohio; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. I [OL MAN. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair ji ust made. 

The SPEAKER. t is too late to take an ap- 
peal, other business having intervened. 

BENJAMIN F. SIMON, 

Mr. ALLEN, by unanimous consent, also in- 
troduced a bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Simon; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

WILLIAM Y. STRONG. } 

Mr. ALLEN, by unanimous consent, also in- || 
troduced a bill for the reliefof William Y. Strong; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MALLORY. I rise to a point of order 
Are not all of these cases out of order under the 
Holman resolution ? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That resolution 
specially provided for the introduction of bills for 
reference. 

The SPEAKER. 
point of order. 


The Chair overrules the 


JACOB BROWN. 


Mr. ALLEN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Jacob Brown; which 
was read a fast and second time, and referred to 
the Committce on Invalid Pensions. 


CENSURE OF THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I offer the follow- 


CONG RES 


ing re bidiion » and, ee that th cy be re ferred 
to the Committee eW! hole on the state of the 
Union: 

Resolved. That the Constitution of the United States 
confers upon Congress alone the power to “ raise and sup 


portarmies,’’ and to “ provide and maintain a navy ;”’ and 
thereiore the President, in the proclamation of May 3, 1861, 
and the orders and action, by his authority, of the War 
and Navy Departments, increasing the Army and Navy, 
and calling fo pting the services of volunteers for 
three years without warrant of law, usurped powers be 
longing solely to Congresss, and so violated the Constitu 
tion 

Resolved, That the right to declare a blockade as against 
an independent Power, is a belligerent right, depending 
upon the existence of a state of war; and that as Congress, 
and Congress alone, have the power to declare or recognize 
the existence of war, the President has no right to order a 
blockade until after Congress shall have declared or recog 
nized war with the Power whose ports are to be blockaded ; 
and further, that Congress alone can abolish or shut up the 
ports of entry of any State within the Union; and that, 
therefore, the President, in blockading and shutting up the 
ports of entry in certain of the States of the Union, with- 
out the authority of Congress, violated the @onstitution. 

Resolved, That Congress alone have the constitutional 
power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus; and that until 
the writ has been suspended by act of Congress, it is the 
duty of the President, and all other officers, civil and mili 
tary, to obey it; and that therefore the President, in sus 
pending said writ himself, or attempting to authorize cer- 
tain military officers to suspend it, or to disobey it, or in 
sustaining them in disobédience to it, violated the Consti- 
tution. 

Resolved, That by the Constitution * no money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury but in consequence of appropri- 
ations made by law ;”? and that in ordinary the drawing trom 
the Treasury of money unappropriated or appropriated for 
one purpose, and appiying the same to purposes for which 
no appropriations had been made by law, the President 
violated the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the search of certain telegraph offices in 
the month of May last by officers and agents ot the Execu 
tive, without search warrant upon probable cause, sup 
ported by oath or athrmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the things to be seized ; and 
the seizure of papers and dispatches in said offices was a 
violation of the constitutional “* right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against 
unreasonable searches and seizures ;’’ and that the Presi- 
dent, in ordering said search and seizures, Violated the 
Constitution. 

Resolved, That neither Congress, nor the President, nor 
the judiciary, have any constitutional power to abridge the 
freedom of speech or of the press; and thatthe suspension 
of newspaper presses by military authority and force, and 
the arrest of citizens by military or civil authority, for the 
expression by speech, or through the press, of opinions 
upon political subjects, or subjects of any kind, is a viola 
tion of the Constitution. 

Resolved, ‘That the arrest without civil process of persons 
not subject to the rules and articles of war, nor in cases 
arising in the land or naval forces or in the militia, when 
in actual service, by soldiers in the service ef the United 





States, is a breach of the Constitution, and a violation of 


the constitutional liberty of the person, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that those resolutions 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I only desire that 
the resolutions may be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. Idemand 
the yeas and nays on the motion to lay upon the 
table. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolutions were then laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ILask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution in reference 
to the business of the House. 

Mr. OLIN objected, 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolutions offered by Mr. Vatian- 
DIGHAM were laid upon the table; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I now call up the bill which 
I presented this morning, and ask that it be read 
for information. If there be objection to its intro- 
duction, | will move a suspension of the rules 
It is a bill to define and punish certain conspir- 
acit 8. 

Mr. COX. I insist on the call of the States 
voce eding. 

The SPEAKER. 
pired. 

Mr. VALLANDINGHAM. I object to the 
introduction of the bill unless it be agreed that 
before itis forced to its passage we shall have an 
opportunity to eXamiune it. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended in order that it may be introduced. 

Mr. BURNETT. We will not put the gentle- 
man to thattrouble if he will give us the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I do not object to that. 


The morning hour has ex- 
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July 15, 


[ withdraw the motion for the suspension of 
rule 

The bill was introduced, and read a first 
second time by itstitle. It was then ordered to 
engrossed and reada third time; and being 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 demand the yeas ang 
lays on the passage of the bill. r 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CURTIS. I ask that the bill be made to 
provide that it shall in no wise interfere with the 
right of military commanders to take cognizance 
of these offenses. 

Mr. HICKMAN 
amendment. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The object of the 
bill is a very proper one. 

Mr. OLIN. Irise toa pointof order. Is q 
bate now in order. 

The SPEAKER. It is, the previous question 
not having been called. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I approve of the 
general purpose and object of the bill, and if tim 
were allowed, in order that it might be printed, 
and members of this House could examine it, it 
is probable that it would command almost unani- 
mous support. But I m not willing, upon a bill 

‘elating to the jurisprudence of the c ountry, an 
wie h is to go upon the statute-book, and which 
ought to remain there permanently—for | am op- 
posed to unstable legislation—to be brought to a 
vote without its consideration bya committ 
and that, too, upon a bill not printed; a bill fix 
inga heavy penalty, and for which I doubt whethe: 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania can point to 
that clause of the Constitution under which hi 
drew it up. 

And now, sir, in order that I may not be mis- 
understood, let me say that, while I am not wil 
ing to vote against the bill—because the objex tL 
conceive to be a proper one—at the same time I 
am not ready to go upon the record in favor of it 
without the opportunity of exe imining it as toits 


en- 


I decline to accept the 


| details, and of's atisfying myself that it is a billa 


vote for which I may be satisfied with one, two, 
three, or four years hence. 
carefully drawn, ought to have been passed four 
or five years ago, because there are not a few, I 
believe, in some portions of the free States of this 
Union, who might have been justly and properly 
punished under it for conspiracies to resist the 
fugitiveslave law. Idemand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Iam not familiar with 


the rules of the House; and I would inquire 


| whether it is in order, after the previous question 


is seconded, to move to postpone the considera- 
tion of the bill. My object is to have the bill 
printed, that I may have an opportunity to read 
it. I have not been able to hear it read. 1 want 


| to vote for itif I can; but I want to look at its 


details. A postponement until to-morrow cannot 
prejudice the bill, or prevent its passage. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
the motion is not in order, if objected to. 
Obje ction was made. 
The question was put; and jt was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 123, nays 7; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Ancona, Arnold, 


| Babbitt, Goldsmith F. Bailey, Joseph Baily, Baker, Baxter, 


Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair 
Blake, Buffinton, Calvert, Chamberlain, Clark, Cobb, Col- 
fax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Cooper, 


|| Covode, Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Cutler, Davis, Dawes 


Delano, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Edwards, Ely, English, Fen 
ton, Fisher, Fouke, Franchot, Frank, Gooeh, Granger, 
Grider, Gurley, Haight, Hale, Hanchett, Harding, Harri 
son, Hickman, Holman, Hutchins, Jackson, Johnson, Ju 
lian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Law, 


| Lehman, Logan, Loomis, Lovejoy, McClernand, McKean, 


McKnight, McPherson, Mallory, Menzies, Mitchel!, Moor- 
head, Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, Noble; Noell. Norton, Nu 
gen, Olin, Patton, George H. Pendleton, Perry, like, Porter 

Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, James 3 
S. Rollins, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, 
Sloan, Spaulding, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, 
Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Thayer, Trowbridge, Up 


| ton, Vandever, Van Horn, Van Vaikenburgh, Van Wyck, 


| Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Windom, Worcester, anc 


Verree, Vibbard, Wadsworth, Wall, Wallace, Charles WwW. 
Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Whaley, Albert 8. W hite, 
Wright—123. 

NAYS —Messrs. Ashley, Burnett, Diven, Edgerton, 


| Goodwin, Pomeroy, and Wood—7. 


So the bill was passed. 
During the call of the roll, 


Mr. WICKLIFFE said : 1 have read the bill, 


It is a bill w hie h, if 





WwW 
to 


fu 
in 











1861. 


though badly drawn, itisagood one. I vote |) 


3 


ike, ANCONA said: I vote ‘‘ay;’’ but I vote || 
nder protest, not having had an opportunity to || 
examine the bill. 

The result was announced, as above recorded. 

Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


SUPPRESSION OF THE REBELLION. 


rd 
Wis 


‘ 
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Mr. BURNETT. [I object to the introduction 
of the resolution. 

UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. ASHLEY, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution, and called the previous 
question upon it: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to furnish this House, at the meeting of Congress in De- || 
cember next, a statistical statement of the amount of busi- 
ness transacted in the several circuit courts of the United 
States; the number of cases docketed in each circuit and 





Mr. HICKMAN. I would suggest that if this 
matter is to be referred to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, the resolution is not sufficiently full to en- 
able them to accomplish anything. The commit- 
tee must not only have power to send for persons 
and papers, but to examine witnesses on oath or 
affirmation. 

Mr. POTTER. 
tion. ‘ I 

Mr. COX: Now, Task the gentleman from 
Wisconsin to modify the resolutiuion—for L think 









I will agree to that modifica- 


disposed of each year, from the Ist January 1850, to the Ist 
January, 1860 ; the number of days each supreme judge was 
occupied in the several circuits during each year; the ag 
gregate amounts involved in litigation in each circuit ; and 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I offer the following 


resolution; and if there is any objection, I move 
to suspend the rules: 

Whereas a portion of the people of the United States, in 
violation of their constitutional obligations, have taken up 
arms against the national Government, and are now striv 
ing, by aggressive and iniquitous war, to overthrow it, and 
break up the Union of these States: Therefore, 

Resolved, That this House hereby pledges itself to vote 
for any amount of money and any number of men which 
may be necessary to insure a speedy and effectual suppres- 
sion of such rebellion, and the permanent restoration of the | 
Federal authority everywhere within the limits and juris- 
diction of the United States. 

Mr. BURNETT. If my friend will give us 
the yeas and nays upon the resolution, | will not 
object to it. 

Mr.McCLERNAND. Certainly; we want to | 
get you upon the record, and I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. I demand the previous 
question. 

The previous re was seconded, and the | 
main question or ered to be put. | 

The question was then put; and it was decided || 
in the affirmative—yeas 121, nays 5; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Goldsmith F. Bailey, Joseph Baily, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, 
Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, George 
H. Browne, Buffinton, Calvert, Chamberlain, Clark, Cobb, 
Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, 
Covode, Cox, Cravens, Curtis, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, De- 
lano, Diven, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, | 
Eliot, Ely, English, Fenton, Fessenden, Fisher, Fouke, 
Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Gurley, 
Haight, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Holman, 
Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William || 
Kellogg, Law, Lazear, Lehman, Logan, Loomis, Lovejoy, | 
McClemand, McKean, McKnight, Mitchell, Moorhead, | 
Justin 8. Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Noble, Nugen, Odell, |} 
Olin, Patton, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John 
H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sedgwick, Shanks, 
Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Smith, John B. 
Stecle, William’ G. Steele, Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin | 
F. Thomas, Thayer, Trowbridge, Upton, Vandever, Van | 
Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, Verree, Vibbard, | 
Wall, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Ward, 
Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Windom, Wor- || 
cester, and Wright—121. 

NAYS —Messrs. Burnett, Grider, Norton, Reid, and 
Wood—5. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 1] 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved | 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by J.G. Nicoxay, his Private || 
Secretary, informing the House that the President | 
had approved and signed an act entitled “An act | 
further to provide for the collection of duties on 
imports, and for other purposes.” 

OFFICEHOLDERS UNDER THE GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. SHANKS asked unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the | 
Speaker, whose duty it shall be to ascertain the name, age, 
place of birth, education, and residence, when, where, and 
by whom appointed or elected, of all persons who have lield, 
or may now hold, office under the national Government, 
whether elected or appointed, either civiJ, military, judicial, | 
naval, or executive; and from which they have resigned, or 
may hereafter resign, or have been, or may hereafter be, re- | 
moved, on account of their sympathy or connection with the 
rebellion against the national Government; as well as those | 
whose term of office may have expired, or may hereafter 
expire, who may so connect themselves with said rebellion ; 
and that they have power to send for and examine, or ex 
aunine at the proper office, all papers, records, and persons, 
necessary to secure the proper information; and that they 
reportto this House in fullin writing, together with the tes- 
limony in each and every case, at the next regular session. 


_Mr. BURNETT. Ifthe gentleman who offered 
the resolution will give us the yeas and nays upon 
it | shall not object. Otherwise, I must. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Most of the information | 


called for by that resolution can be found in the 
Blue Book. 








| present, as I do not understand the purport of it. 


| soldiers who have been, or who shall hereafter be, engaged 
| in the military service of the United States; and that said 


the number of cases undisposed of on the several circuit 
dockets on the Ist January, 1860. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was adopted. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. ASHLEY asked unanimous consent to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United States respect- 
fully request of the government of the State of Virginia, | 
during the sitting of the present session of the Legislature 
now convened at Wheeling, to retrocede to the United 
States the county of Alexandria, which, by cession of Vir- | 
ginia, for so many years constituted part of the District of | 


@olumbia. And also tocede so much of the county of Fair 


fax, not exceeding one mile square, as shall include that | 
part of the Mount Vernon estate recently purchased by | 
ladies of the United States, so that the soil which contains 
the sacred remains of Washington shall be under the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of the national Government. 


Mr. COX. 


I object to the resolution for the 


BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


Mr. HOLMAN. [ask leave to introduce the | 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of House bill No.5, || 
entitled a bill granting bounty land to certain officers and 


bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and made the special order for to-morrow at 
two o’clock, p. m. 


Messrs. LOVEJOY and BINGHAM objected. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of introducing the resolution. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I believe that all busi- | 


ness from committees isthrough with, and I move 


Mr. POTTER, I appeal to the gentleman from 
Illinois to withdraw that motion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. If there is any business 
to be transacted, I am willing to withdraw it. 

Mr. POTTER. There is. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I withdraw the 


| motion. 


Mr. POTTER. I rise to a privileged question. | 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of introducing his reso- 
lution. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I rise to a point of order. It 


| is, thatthe resolution of the gentleman from In- 


diana contravenes the rule in relation to the busi- | 


| 
. . | 
ness to be transacted this session. 1 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana | 
moves to suspend the rules, which would sus- 
pend that standing order. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules; and it was disagreed to—ayes 


twenty-four, noes not counted. 


CONDUCT OF A MEMBER. 
Mr. POTTER. I rise toa privileged question. 


I offer the following resolution, and demand the 
previous question upon it: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be directed to 
inquire whether Hon. Henry May,a fepresentative in 
Congress from the fourth district of the State of Maryland, 


| has not been found holding criminal intereourse and cor- 
respondence with persons in armed rebellion against the | 


Government of the United States; and to make a report to 
this House as to what action should be taken in the prem- 
ises; and that said committee have power to send for per 


sons and papers. 


_ Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman will mod- 
ify the resolution. The Committee of Elections 
is not the appropriate committee to make an in- 
quiry of this kind. I suggest that the Judiciary 
Committee, or a select committee, would be more 
appropriate, 


Mr. POTTER. I will modify the resolution | 


by substituting the Judiciary Committee for the 
Committee of Elections. 


| tion was offered, 


|| the Government of the United States, and to make report 


| of the House; and the gentleman cannot offer it 


| question to the House for its decision. Will the 
| House consider this as a question of privilege ? 


; | subject at all. 
that the House do now adjourn. 1| 


| this House and been qualified asa member. Now, 


it is very likely it will pass—by adding the words: 
‘and said Hon. Henry May be informed of this 
resolution, if practicable, before action is taken 
thereon.”’ 

Mr. POTTER. 
modification. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have been endeavoring to 
ret the ear of the Speaker ever since that resolu- 

i desire to enter an objection 
te the consideration of that resolution at all, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin has aright to put the resolution in the 
shape in which he desires to offer it before that 
is done. 

Mr. BURNETT. Well, let him getitin shape, 
and then I will object. 

The resolution, as modified, was then reported, 
as follows: 1 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di 
recited to inquire whether Hon. Henry May, a Represent 
ativé in Congress from the fourth district of the State of 


Maryland, has not been found holding criminal intercourse 
and correspondence with persons in armed rebellion against 





















































































I have no objection to that 


to the House as to what action should be taken in the 
premises; and that said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and to examine witnesses on oath or 
affirmation; and thagsaid Hon. Henry May be notified of 
the passage of this resolution, if practicable, before action 
thereon by the committee. 


Mr. BURNETT. I submit that that is nota 
question of privilege in contemplation of the rules 


as a privileged resolution, in my judgment. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the 


Mr. DAWES. Is that question debatable ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. It 


is a question whether the House will consider the 


The question was taken; and the House decided 
to consider the resolution asa question of privilege. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to put an interrogatory 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin through the 
Chair. 1 sought to put it to the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Buair} on Saturday. It is this: 
Mr. Henry May has never taken his seat here in 


[simply wish to inquire what jurisdiction we have 
over him at all, or what jurisdiction we had ove: 
the gentleman whom we expelled on Saturday 
from the House before he ever became a member 

| of it? 

| Mr. POTTER. I suppose it is well understood 
that the name of Mr. May is upon the roll, and 
that he is a member of the House. The chars 
contained in that resolution has been made in the 
public newspapers of this city; and itis but justi 

| to Mr. May himself that the charge should be in- 

| vestigated. It may as well be referred to the com- 
mittee now as during his presence in this Flouse. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |! 
desire to make one statement in connection wit!) 
this subject. I believe I have a right to say, and 
high authority for saying, that Mr. May went to 
the city of Richmond 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I rise toaquestion of order 
I submit that this question is not debatable afirr 
the gentleman from Wisconsin has demanded tii: 

| previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not heard 
him demand it yet. 

Mr. POTTER. 
the resolution. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That was before 
the resolution was received. 

The SPEAKER. That was before the House 
entertained the resolution. There has been 
demand for the previous question since the reso- 
lution was received. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. That is a question of fact. 
Tinsist that there was. 





I demanded it when! offered 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
ywoint of order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I resume:—that 
Mr. May went to the city of Richmond with the 
knowledge and consent of the Administration, 
and with the authority of Lieutenant General 
Scott. Beyond that | know nothin 
much I have aright to say. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. And I am authorized 
to deny that Mr, May went there’by the authority 
of the Administration. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. In justice to the 
gentleman whose name is in question here, I make 
this statement: he went there with a passport 
from the Lieutenant General of the Army of the 
United States—which could not have been issued, 


e; but that 


I assume, without the knowledge and consent of 


the Administration, and with a knowledge, too, 


of the purpose for which he went to the city of 


Richmond. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Mr. Speaker, I am not 
pe pared to say, as my friend from Ohio has si uid, 

that Mr. May went to — hmond by the authority 
of the Administration; but I will say this, that 1 
have strong and satisfactory reasons to believe 
that the Administration was not unadvised of the 
fact that Mr. May intended to visit Richmond; 
and that he afterwards visited that city. I will 
say further, that | have reason to believe that 
Mr. May went to Richmond ona pass granted to 
him by the Lieutenant General. 

Now, what Mr. May did after he got to Rich- 
mond, lam not prepared to say. I know him 
pe rsonally, and be lieve him to be a patriotic and 
loyal ge ntleman. I am also informed, whether the 
authority is reliable or not, that Mr. May is de- 
tained at this time in Baltimore in consequence 
of sickness. Under these circumstances, I put the 
question, whether it is just to found an inquiry 
of this kind on & mere newspaper report. I there- 
fore appeal to the magnanimit y of my friend from 
Wisconsin to withdraw his resolution for the 

present. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I was 
inform dthis morning by the bedths rof Mr. May, 
who is a citizen of this District, and a physician 
in this city, that his brother was confined at Bal- 
tumore by severe sickness, and that he had learned 
from him that he was thus detained. He asked 
me to make this statement to the House, if any 
question should arise. He further stated to me 
that he was informed by his brother that he had 
been detained in Richmond, after he had reached 
that city, by severe indisposition, and was con- 
seque ntly unable to leave there until a few days 
ago. He returned to Baltimore, and i is now there 
prostrated on a bed of sickness. I submit, there- 
fore, that it would be excee dingly improper for 
this House to take = action in regard to the 
matter, 

Mr. CURTIS. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to yield me the floor for a moment. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman : asserts that the 
honorable ~aeg mber from Baltimore had a pass 
given-him by the Lieutenant General. Now, | 
wish to say that these passes are gene erally i issued 
without any re ference to the bearer’s condition 
or position in socie ty, or to his connection with 
the Administration. I have had a pass, and have 
gone twice even beyond the lines; but I assure 
you I did not go to Richmond. 

I suppose thatany man can get a pass; but the 
fact of his having one does not imply that he has 
it fer any particular purpose of the Administra- 
tion or of the Lieutenant General. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Ido not wish to 


be misunderstood. I weighed well the statement 


which I made: that Mr. May wenton his mission | 


to Richmond, which was of a political charac- 
ter, a mission of peace, with the knowledge and 
acquiescence of the Administration, and by the 
authority of General Scott; bearing a pass, notin 
the ordinary form, but entitling him to be passed 
beyond the lines, and after a conference with 
General Scott, disc losing the purpose for which 
he went to Richmond. 
Mr. STEVENS. On that statement of the 
ie man from Ohio, which we are bound to 
»pose true—— 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. There is s yet higher 
anthorite 
Mr. ST EVE ENS. 


I do not want higher au- 
thority. , 


permit m¢ 


Ir. VALLANDIGHAM. Ido not spe ak of 
m ys If, but of one higher-in power. 

Mr. STEVENS. Lam not questioning your 
authority; but it becomes, | think, the mover of 
the resolution to modify it, so as to have inquiry 
made whether Mr. May went there on a political 
mission, with the knowle dee and consent and au- 
thority of the Administration. I want that to be 
known in the first place, before we proceed further 
with this matter. I hope the resolution will be so 
amended, and will be then passed. I want to know 
whether this Administration is tampering with the 
1 want to know whether there is to be any 
negotiation, or parley, or truce, except to bury 
the dead, until every rebel lays down his arms. 
[ hope, there fore, that the gentleman will modify 
his resolution, so as to inguire whether, with the 
consent and knowledge of the Administration and 
General Scott, Mr. May went ona political mis- 
sion to Virginia. When he has modified his res- 
olution thus, I will vote for it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. If the gentleman will 
, | wish merely to repeat what I said 
be fore—that Mr. May had neither the authority 
nor the assent of the Administration to go to 
tichmond, whatever pass he may have had from 
General Scott. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [I yield to the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, {Mr. Carverr,] and calf’ || 
upon him for a statement of what he knows upon 
that subject. 

Mr. CALVERT. I say that Mr. May did go 
there by the authority of the Government. I say 
that the President stated, in a conversation with 
me, that Mr. May called on him and asked, not 
authority to go there and speak for this Gov- 
ernment, but to go there asa private individual; 
and the President, with that understanding, that 


1 mc 
reveis. 


Mr. May bore no acknowledgment or authority | 


from this Government, not only conceded the re- 
quest, but asked General Scott to grant him a pass 
to visit Richmond, as a member of Congress of 


} the United States. 


Mr. ALDRICH. Asa private citizen? 

Mr. CALVERT. No, sir; as a member of 
CC ongress. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I raise the point of order, 

vhether the House can entertain a resolution in 
reference to a gentleman who has not taken his 
seat and been actually qualified. 

The SPEAKER. The House has just decided 
that question on a vote. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Ohio to withdraw that motion fora 
moment, till | can make a suggestion. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I do withdraw it 
a moment. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Mr. 


I move to lay the 


Speaker, a 


suggestion was made by the gentleman from Mas- 


sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] whether it was not im- 
proper to inquire into the action of a pe rson who 
is not a member of this House, or in official con- 
nection with it. I saw the propriety and force 
of the suggesuon. The friends, however, of 
Mr. May, charge on this floor that he went to 
Richmond, at least by the consent, of if not by 
the direction, of the Administration. When that 
statement was made, it occurred to me that if 
Mr. May were acting in any way under the di- 
rection or by sanction of this Governme nt, it most 
clearly became our right—yea, more, our duty, 


to inquire whether he, with such sanction and | 


with such authority, was holding communication 
with the rebels in actual armed rebellion against 
this Government. 
to vote for the resolution. 

And now I say to the friends of Mr. May and 
to the friends of the Administration, that when the 
charge is made on the one hand that Mr. May 
went there as a loyal man, by the sanction of the 
Administration, to confer with those in arms 
against the Government; and when, on the other 
hand, itissaid by my colleague [Mr. WasusurneE] 
that such is not the fact, and that the Adminis- 
tration have never intimated to Mr. May to pro- 
ceed in that matter, it is but just to Mr. May, 
and is but just to the Administration, that this 
question should be investigated, 

For one, Mr. Speaker, | am anxious to know 
whether the Gove rnment, now raising its hundreds 
of thousands of men, and saying to “the people of 


il the nation, ‘‘this rebellion shall be put down,’ 


That would have induced me 


| 


while its ela rs are in a. ae r for thee 


flict,and itseaglesare fly ing vic toriously i In West va 
Virginia and Missouri, is holding corre spondeney 
with the re be Is, by agents, unacc credite d as jt is 
claimed on one side of the House, or accredit 

itis claimed on the other. | am for putting ie wn 


rebellion. I am for sustaining the Government 
and to that end am disposed to stand here, d; ty by 
day, voting, as I will vote, the last dollar in the 
purse of the nation and in the purse of the citizen 
~ . ” 5 
and the last son of the Republic, to sustain the 
Government; and [ want to know what part the 
Administration is taking in the matter. [ thy re- 
fore call upon the friends of Mr. May to let t 
investigation be made, and [ call on the frik om 
of the Administration to forward such inves tiga- 
tion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That being the case, | 
am not here to suggestany course that shall shield 
Mr. May from, the fullest investigation. If I be- 
lieved there had been in his conduct anything 
wrong or improper—anything that he could not 

| explain and vindicate fully, if he were here—] 
would be the last man to rise in my place in his 
defense; but believing that he can do that, all that 
I ask this House to do is not to enter upon the 
investigation until he is able to attend. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It is manifest from 
this colloquy that the plainest principles of justice 
demand that this House should not pass the res- 
olution or enter upon the investigation proposed 
| at this time. If any inquiry into the conduct of 
the Administration in connection with this matter 
is desired, let it be brought forward by another 
re solution, and come before us in another shape. 

I renew the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—ycas 56, nays 82; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, George 
H. Browne, Burnett, Cobb, Conway. Corning, Cox, Cra 
vens, Delano, Delaplaine, Dunlap, English, Fouke, Grider, 
Haight, Harding, Harrison, Holman, Hortou,Jackson, John 
son, Law, Lazear, Lehman, Logan, McClernand, Mallory, 
Menzies, Morris, Noble, Noell, Norion, Nugen, Odell, 
George H. Pendleton, Perry, Richardson, Robinson, Jathes 
8. Rollins, Sheffield, John B. Ste ele; William G. Steele, 
Benjamin F. Thomas, Trowbridge, V fallandigham, Vibbard, 
Wadsworth, Wallace, Ward, Chilton A. White, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Wright—56. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold,.Ashley, Babbitt, 
Goldsmith F. Bailey, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, 
Francis P. Blair, Samuel. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Cham 
berlain, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A.Conkling, Roscoe Conk 
ling, Covode, Curtis, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Diven, Duell, 
| Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, 
Granger, Hale, Hanchett, Hickman, Hutchins, Julian, 
Kelley, Francis W. Ke llogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Mitel- 
ell, Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Patton, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. 
Rollins, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, 
Stevens, Stratton. Upton, Vandever, Van Horne, Van Val- 
kenburgh, Van Wyck, Verree, Wall, Charles W. Walton, 
E. P. Waiton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, 
Windom, and Worcester—82. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
The resolution was then passed 
A ar } asst . 

Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parton, one of their clerks, informing the 
House that ‘the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House (No. 18) making additional appropria- 
tions for the support of “the Army for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1862, and to supply arrear- 
ages in the avieiere ations for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1861; with amendments, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to call 
up that bill for action on the Senate ame ndments. 
I will state that the Senate have made but three 
amendments, and that the sy are informal in their 
character. With the permission of the House, I 
will state that the changes amount simply to this: 
two of them change an appropriation from one 
part of the bill to another , reducing it in one in- 

| stance and increasing it in another, but leaving it 

the same ‘in the aggregate. 
The third ame ‘ndment adds a new section, 

'| making the provisions of the bill apply to the 
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two-vears volunteers that now apply to the three- 
months and three-years volunteers. These are all 
the changes the Senate have made; and I hope 
they will be concurred in by the House. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
up. and the several Senate amendments were read 
and coneurred in. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved to recon- 
sider the votes by which the amendments of the 
Senate were concurred in; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


VIOLATION OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
Mr. WOOD asked consent to submit the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General inform this House 
whether he has authorized any postmaster or any other 
person in or at any post office in the United States, to open 
letters or violate seals, or whether the same has been done 
with his knowledge and consent; or if he knows whether 
private correspondence has been violated at or in any post 
office in the United States. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 object. 

Mr. WOOD. I move to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken; and the rules were not 
suspended, (two thirds not voting therefor.) 

; NAVY RATIONS. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back Senate bill No.9, to 
alter and regulate Navy rations; which was recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ASSISTANT NAVAL PAYMASTERS. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, from the same committee, 
also reported back Senate bill No. 13, to provide 
for the appointment of assistant paymasters in the 
Navy; which was recommitted to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and drdered to be printed. 


THE LEVANT. 


Mr.SEDGWICK, from the same committee, 
also reported back House bill No. 33, fixing the 
date of the loss of the sloop-of-war Levant; which 
was recommitted to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 


TEMPORARY CLERKS. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Navy to employ temporary clerks; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


AUXILIARY GUARD. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING asked the consent 


of the House to report, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, a bill (H. R. No. 35) 
to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to establish an 
auxiliary guard or watch for the protection of 


public property in the city of Washington, and for | 


other purposes.”’ 


There befng no objection, the bill was reported 
for the consideration of the House. It provides 
that from and after the date of its passage, that 
portion of the auxiliary watch or guard for the 
city of Washington, the appointment of which is 
now vested in the Mayor of the city of Washing- 
ton, shall be appointed by the Secretary of the 
Interior, and continues in office such of said watch 
as now hold their appointments from the Mayor, 
until other appointments shall be made. 

Mr. COX, 
the bill we had before us on this subject at the 
last session of Congress? 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I am not aware 
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ing the number of that watch to sixty, or there- 

abouts—perhaps fifty-odd; but still continuing 

the appointment in the Mayor. Under both of 

these acts this force are paid directly from the 

Treasury of the United States, and constitute a 

separate and distinct force from the ordinary po- 

lice of this city. For reasons, upon which prob- 

ably I need not enter, the committee, as well as 

others, think that the power of appointment should 

be vested at this time in the Secretary of the In- 

terior—at least in some partof the Government— 

and we think in that officer, as the most appro- | 
priate one ofall those connected with the Govern- | 
ment. I demand the previous question on the 

engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. Will the gentleman with- 
draw the call for the previous question for a sin- | 
gle moment? | 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. With pleasure. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have had the pleasure of 
serving upon the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, during three terms of service in this | 
House; and if l am not mistaken, at the first ses- | 
sion of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, a proposition 
identical with this was offered in this House and 
voted down. The reason ascribed for the defeat 
of the proposition was, that as the police force of 
this city was well regulated, it was better that the 
appointing power should be continued in the hands 
ofthe Mayor. On thatoccasion, I believe, the vote 
of the House was almost unanimous against vest- 
ing the power of appointment in the then Secre- 
tary of the Interior. I may be mistaken, but such 
is my recollection. Lask the gentleman from New 
York, then, why is it we should change the ap- 
pointing power of the police force of this city, if 
the duties of the position are now and have been 
faithfully discharged ? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Ido not remem- 
ber what was the action of a former Congress. I 
do remember, however, upon information, that 
the then Secretary of the Interior made the pre- 
cise request which this bill will answer. What || 


the action was upon that request I cannot say. || 


I wish to inquire whether this is | 


that any bill like this was ever introduced. Itis | 


very likely that this provision, or something like 
it, may have been introduced into some bill at 
the last session—I have not examined sufficiently 
to ascertain; but my belief is that this specific 
proposition was never before the House’ until 
now. * 

_ Mr. COX. I wish to inquire whether this bill 
increases the golice force of the city as it is now 
organized? 

_Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I willstate pre- 
cisely what the billdoes. In 1842, I think, a bill 
was passed creating what was called an auxiliary 
guard or watch, vesting in the Mayor the appoint- 
ment of a certain portion of the force—number- 
ing in all, I believe, thirty-five or forty men. A 
year, or perhaps two years ago, a section was 
included in one of she appropriation billsincreas- 


|| Some such measure as this is necessary; some 


The gentleman states that the House based its 
action upon the fact that the police force of that 
time was satisfactory as to the mode of its con- 
stitution, and therefore rejected the proposition. 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir; that is my recol- 
lection. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I think that is 


| very likely; and if the force now were satisfac- 


tory in character and management, if there were | 
no complaint against it, doubtless this bill would. | 


|| not now be here, and being here, doubtless the 


House would acquiesce in what was the action of || 
a former House. 
Without going into particulars, I will state that 
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for the previous question on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
rrossed and read athird time: and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time and passed, 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING move to recon- 


sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
BANKRUPT LAW. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I moveto recon- 


sider the vote by which a bill introduced to-day, 
entitled a bankrupt law, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, with a view to have it 
referred to a special committee raised on that 
subject. 


lt was so ordered. 
BOOKS OF DELINQUENT MEMBERS. 
Mr. LANSING. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to introduce the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That all books ordered to be printed by the last 


House, and allotted to Representatives of districts which 
have sent no representation to the present House, be dis- 
tributed equally among the members of this House. 


Mr. BURNETT. I object. 
Mr. LANSING. I move that the rules be sus- 


pended, in order that I may be enabled to intro- 
duce the resolution. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 


agreed to. 


The resolution was passed. 
Mr. LANSING moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
NATUANIEL M’LEAN, ETC. 
Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill for the relief of Nathaniel McLean, 
Richard G. Murphy, and Charles E. Flandreau; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. BURNETT. 


If the House will consent, 


I propose to offer a resolution, in order that the 
House may be apprised, from the proper quar- 
ter, of the books and documents which remain 
here and are ready for distribution among the 
members of the House. 


Objection was made. 
ACTUAL SETTLERS. 
Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| the bill was reported for’the reason that a change, 


| administration of the municipal order of this city. 


duced a bill to prevent the sale of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, for ten years after the 
same shall have been surveyed and the plats of 
survey returned to the local land office; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


and a change at this time—at the earliest possible 
time—would be fruitful of great benefits in the | 


| The committee have therefore reported this bill; 


and it will be seen that it is not reported in the face 


| of any such hypothesis as that stated by the gen- 


| tleman from Kentucky; namely, that the police 

| force itself is satisfactory in character and adinin- 

| istration, or that the appointing power is satis- || 
factory. 
Mr. COX. I believe the police force in this || 

city at present, at least a large proportion of them, 

have their appointments from the Mayor of the || 

city. If this bill passes, there will be a division; 

| the Mayor will retain the appointment of some, 

| and the auxilary guard will remain to be appointed 

by the Federal officers. I approve of that meas- 

ure thoroughly. I-believe we will have better 

peace, and more order in the city if that be the 

case. My observation, and my information now, 

are that the present police of this city are not in 

such repute as to be able satisfactorily to preserve 

the peace of the city as it ought to be preserved. 


change is necessary. Whether this will produce 
the result, Iam not able to say; but it seems to 
me that there ought to be a force which will act 
in harmony very closely with the Federal author- 
ity now in this city. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. This bill, as far 
as it goes, is a cure for the difficulty which the 
gentleman suggests. There are some other prop- 
ositions suggested in regard to the matter which, 
at a future time and in another bill, may come 

| properly before this House. I renew the demand 


And then, on motion of Mr. OLIN, the House 


(at fifteen minutes past three o’clock, p. m.,) 


idjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, July 16, 1861. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunperanp. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. GRIMES. __Lask leave to present the peti- 
tion and papers of John Egenolf, in relation to his 
claim to a California war bond, which I move to 
refer to the Committee on Claims, not with the 
expectation that anything will be done with them 
now, but simply as a safe depository until the 
next session. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER presented the petition of Oliver 


| Allen, praying an extension of a patent granted 
| iim for animproved bomb lance for killing whales; 


which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. THOMSON presented the memorial of 
Lieutenant Commanding David D. Porter, of the 
Navy, in relation to a patent quoin for pointing 


| ordnance; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, pais d a letterfrom 
the chief clerk of the War Department, inclosing 
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acopy of the appointment of I’. P. Stanton, as 
special irentto Kar ind New Mexico; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

Mr. CH ANDLER presented the petition of 
officers of the volunteers called into service foi 
three years, or tor the war, praying that regimen 


tal and brigade staff officers m Ly be appointe d out- 
side of the line of company officers, and that three 
lieutenants m ly be allows d to each company ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of James 
Hamilton, praying that the Navy Department 
may be authorized to avail itself of an improve- 
ment made by him in machinery for curvilinear 
and compound bevel sawing; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SUMNER. I present a petition numer- 


ously signed by women of the North, in which 
the y pray Convert ss to propose to any State on 
States, beginning with Maryland, which shall 
proclaimemancipation W ithinits borders, aid from 
the United States Treasury to remunerate the in- 
dividuals who, having owned property in such 


slaves, would be impoverished by emancipation. | 


I move that the pe tition lie on the table. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. FOSTER. I ask leave to withdraw the 
petition and papers of Frederick Vincent, admin- 
istrator of James Le Caze, in order that the peti- 
tion may be transmitted to the House of Repre- 
entatives. ‘The case received the favorable action 
of the Senate at the last session. 


Leave was cranted. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 28) to suppress the slaveholders’ rebellicn; 
which was read twice by its title, and ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
29) for the confiscation of property of persons in 
rebellion against the Constitution and laws of the 
United States; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MARSHAL O. ROBERTS. 


Mr. HARRIS. I have the memorial of Mar- 
shal 0. Roberts, who states that in April last the 
Government chartered from him a vessel for the 
purpose of transporting troops from Texas to New 
York—the Star of the West; that while in the 
employment of the Government that vessel was 
seized, and he deprived of his property. Heasks 
that he may be paid the value of that vessel. The 
Secretary of War, and other officers connected 
with the Government, having knowledge of this 
fact, agree that he ought to be paid for it, but 
doubt whether they have the power. Under these 
circumstances, | ask leave, without notice, to in- 
troduce a bill for that purpose. 

Leave was granted; and the bill (S. No. 27) 
for the relief of Marshal O. Roberts was read 
twice by its title, and referred, with the petition, 
to the Committee on Claims. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Ernerines, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 18) making ad- 
ditional appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1862, and appropriations of arrearages for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1861. 


The message further announced that the House | 


had passed the following bills, in which the con- | 


currence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 35) to amend an act entitled ** An 
act to establish an auxiliary watch for the pro- 
tection of public and private property in the city 
of Washington, and for other purposes;’’ and 

A bill (No. 45) to define and punish certain 
conspiracies, 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 18) mak- 
ing additional appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1862, and appropriations of arrearages for the fis- 


cal year ending June 30, 1861; and it was signed 
by the Vice Pri sident. . 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs 
have had under consideration the bill (S. No. 20) 
authorizing the appointment of an Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and fixing the salary of the 
same,and have instructed me to report it back to 
the Senate, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
I do not ask for the present consideration of the 
bill; but I give notice to the Senate that I shall 
ask for its consideration at an early day. 

Mr. HALE. The same committee, to whom 


was referred a bill (S. No. 14) for the reorgani- | 


zation of the Marine Corps, have had it under 


consideration, and have instructed me to report | 


it back to the Senate, with a recommendation that 
it pass, with several amendments; and, if it be 
agreeable to the Senate, I should like to have the 
amendments adopted now, and then the bill can 
lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I prefer that that should 
lie over until we pass the naval appropriation bill, 
which should take precedence. It has been on 
the table for some days. 

Mr. HALE. Very well; then 1 simply report 


| the bill with the amendments, and ask that it be 


placed upon the Calendar. 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 
Judiciary has had before it a bill concerning the 
Attorney General and the attorneys and marshals 
of the several districts. I am instructed by the 
committee to report it back, with some slight 
amendments. I ask that it be considered now. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 16) 
concerning the Attorney General, and theattorneys 
and marshals of the several districts, was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to charge the Attorney General with the general su- 
perintendence and direction of the attorneys and 


| marshals ofall thedistricts inthe United States and 


in the Territories, as to the manner of discharg- 
ing their respective duties; and the district attor- 
neys and marshals are to be required to report to 
the Attorney General an account of their official 
proceedings, and the state and condition of their 
respective offices, in such time and manner as the 
Attorney General may direct. It also empowers 
the Attorney General whenever, in his opinion, 


the public interest may require it, to employ and | 


retain (in the name of the United States) such at- 
torneys and counselors-at-law as he may think 
necessary, to assist the district attorneys in the 
discharge of their duties, and to stipulate with as- 
sistant counsel the amount of compensation. It 
further empowers him to increase the clerical 


| force of his office to discharge the increased duties 


occasioned by this act, by appointing additional 


clerks, not exceeding two, at an annual salary | 


not exceeding —— dollars. 


The amendment ef the committee was, in sec- || 


| tion three, line three, to strike out the word 


| exceeding two, and may fix their compensation at an an- | 


* office,’’ and insert *‘same;’’ and in the same | 
section to strike out, in the fifth and sixth lines, | 


the words ‘at an annual salary not exceeding 
dollars,’’ and insert ‘and may fix their com- 
pensation at an annual salary not exceeding $1,400 
each, per annum;”’ so that the section will read: 





Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the Attorney | 
General shall have power to increase the clerical force of | 


his office, to discharge the increased duties of the same oc- 
casioned by this act, by appointing additional clerks, not 


nual salary not exceeding $1,400 each, per annum. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, || 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill | 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 


was read the third time, and passed. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur- 


ther reports from the standing committees, the | 
next business in order is the following resolution, || 
|| sabmitted on the 13th instant by the Senator from | 


|| California, [Mr. McDovuea..:] 


Resolved, That a railway from the terminus of railway 
communication west of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean 
is at the present time demanded as a military work, and 


also from political considerations growing out of our present | 


disturbances. 


Mr.McDOUGALL. In offering that resolution | 


| to the Senate, it was not my purpose to interfere 
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oe July 16, 

with the pressing necessary business of the § 

ate; yet, in what is affirmed in the resolution, ther, 
is much more of truth than is generally understo, 
by Senators, think. My particular object, how- 
ever, has been to present the matter, and at th 
early day to organize such a committee as may 
prepare for action at the next session of Congress 
a measure to meet the demands expressed jp +} 
resolution. It is itselfa very inportant qu stion 
It involves many details and a large amount of 
labor. Between now and the next session of Cop. 
gress there is much time that may be profita)}, 

, employed; and I hope the Senate will consent tp 
the formation of a select committee to take the 
subject into consideration and mature a measure 
to answer the demands of the country. I moy 
that the resolution be referred to a select commit- 
tee of five. 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from California what he proposes to do wit 
it at the present session? 

| Mr. McDOUGALL. I will answer the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts that | do not propose to 
interfere with the necessary business of the ses- 
| sion, as I have said. If Congress shall adjourn 
|| as promptly as I hope it may, I do not suppose 
the Senate will hear of this question again during 
this session. I propose to organize a committe: 
that may take charge of the matter and pursue 
such inquiries and make such arrangements as 
| may be necessary for the production of a bill at 
an early day in the next session of Congress. 
Mr. WILSON. It seems to me that it would 
be better to let the Senator’s resolution lie over 
until December. I shall not press that sugges- 
tion, however; but I think we had better not raise 
any committee in regard to it atthis session. W; 
cannot, certainly, act on the subject now, and I 
| doubt whether a committee during the recess can 
| examine it or make a report. I think the Se: 
tor had better let his resolution go over to the first 
| Monday of December, and then take it up, and 
| there will be full time te examine the question. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I do not expect Senators 
to be able to examine this measure at all during 
this session; but there will be an interval of some 
four months; and as it is a very important part 
| of my business in the Senate, 1 should like to 
know to whose hands the matter is to be com- 
mitted, so that there may be consultation between 
those having charge of it, in order that something 
| may be matured. I think it will promote the pro- 
| gress of the measure to organize a committee at 
this session. 
Mr. LATHAM. I do not intend to oppose this 
motion, because, as the Senate knows very well, 
the subject-matter of this resolution is one that my 
|| colleague and myself have more at heart, proba- 
bly, than any other measure that can be brought 
before Congress; and if a committee of this kind 
is organized by the Senate, I know of no one who 
is better calculated to manage questions of such 
|| magnitude than my honorable colleague, who has 
devoted so much of his life and time to the con- 
sideration of this subject. 1 only want to state 
what has been my own observation as to the ac- 
|| tion of the Senate on this question and the form- 
ation of these select committees. 

The measure itself is one of such magnitude 
| and importance that the past experience of these 
committees has shown that they really amount to 
nothing atall. During the early agitation of the 
|| question, the subject of a Pacific railroad was 
universally referred to a select committee. The 
subject properly belongs to the Military Commit- 
tee of this body, regarding it as a military meas- 
ure, or the Post Office Committee, if you regard 
it as a postal measure; but its magnitude led the 
Senate, as well as the House of Representatives, 
during its early consideration, to refer it to a select 
committee. The experience of both bodies shows 
| this to be the fact: that let as much time and labor 
\|as possible be given in committee to this great 

measure, when it gets back into the Senate and 
into the House of Representativeg, it has been 
heretofore as much debated and criticised by them 
in Committee of the Whole as if it was an orl- 
| ginal measure before those bodies. So much has 
this been the case, that during the time I have oc- 
cupied a seat on this floor the Senate has un!- 
versally refused to appoint a select committee on 
this great measure. 1 know that last winter and 
| the winter before, when my honorable friend 8 
\| predecessor, who had this matter in charge, offered 
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a railroad bill, it was referred directly to this body 
as in Committee of the Whole, and put upon the 
Calendar. An honorable Senator from Illinois, 
(Mr. Douglas,) who offered a bill, did the same 
thing with it; the two Senators from Texas did 
the same thing with their bills. They occupied 
a position on the Calendar, and ata specific dtime, 
when the Senate proceeded to consider the meas- 
ure, all of them were brought before the body as 
in Committee of the Whole, the Senate regarding 
itself as a better judge—each gentleman having 
objections and criticisms to make—in the organ- 
ization and forming of a proper bill, than any 
select committee. If the Senate revokes this rule 
I have no objection. Jt may be best, as a great 


many new members are on the floor, to do this, | 


on the suggestion of my colleague that it is not 


his purpose to bring forward the measure during | 


this session, and as it will give time during the 
recess to prepare and bring torward a bill, as per- 
fect as any committee can make it, at the early 
portion of the next session. Having been present 
at the discussion of this question at the last ses- 
sion of Congress,and heard the objections made 


by Senators representing different sections of || 


country, during the vacation I prepared a bill with 
a view to obviate those objections as much as pos- 
sible; and it was my intention, if this body took 


up general legislation, to offer the measure at an | 


early period; but the Senate having indicated its 
intention to take up no measure at this session 
except what immediately related to the troubles 
of the country, I of course did not bring forward 
this proposition; but if the resolution of my col- 
league be adopted, I give notice to the body that 
I shall to-morrow introduce the bill that | have 


prepared, in order that it may be referred to that | 
committee, and by them considered, with any | 
other schemes that may be brought before them, | 


between this time and the opening of the next 
session of Congress. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I regret that my colleague 


did not inform me that he had prepared a bill on 


this subject before I offered the resolution, and || 
intimated my purpose. Ido not understand him || 
to object to the organization of a select commit- | 


tee. 
Mr. LATHAM. Notatall. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. If I had known that he 


had prepared a bill, | should have preferred to let 
him introduce it in the first instance. 

The motion to refer the resolution to a select 
committee was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In what manner 
shall the committee be raised ? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. By the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be con- 
sidered as the sense of the Senate, if there be no 
objection. 


Messrs. McDovcatt, Pomeroy, Crark, Poxk, | 


and Cowan, were appointed the committee. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- | 


sentatives were read twice by their titles, and 
referred as indicated below: 


A bill (No. 35) to amend an act entitled “An | 
act to establish an auxiliary watch for the protec- 
tion of public and private property in the city of 
Washington, and for other purposes’’—to the || 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 


A bill (No. 45) to define and punish certain | 


conspiracies—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
SLOOP-OF-WAR LEVANT. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
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as in Committee of the Whole. It designates the Mr. GRIMES. I offer another amendment as 

30th of June, 1861, as the day on which the sloop- || an additional section: 

of-war Levant shall be considered as having found- ind be it further enacted, That no patented article con 

ered at sea, for the purpose of fixing the time at nected with marine engines shall be hereatter purchased, of 

. a attached to, or used in connection with, any steam vesse 

which shall commence the pensions, under eXist- || or war until the same shall have been submitted to and 

ing laws, of the widows and orphans of officers, |) officially recommended in writing tor purchase and use by 

seamen, and marines who were lost on board that || a competent board of naval engineers 

vessel. Italso provides for giving twelve months’ The amendment was agreed to. 

pay of any officer, seaman, or marine who per- Mr. GRIMES. I have one more amendment 

ished on board the Levant to the widow, orchile, || ¢9 offer as an additional section: 

or children of the deceast d: or, incase there should And be it further enacted, That in case of a vacancy in 

be no widow or children, to the parent or parents; |! the office of engineer-in-chief of the Navy the appointment 

and if there be no parents living, to the brothers || thereto shall be made from the list of chiet engineers 

and sisters of those who perished on board the Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have an 

vessel, || explanation of the amendment. I did not object 
The bill further provides that the proper ac- |} to the other one because that seemed to be neces- 

| counting officers shall settle the accounts of An- sary; but the Committee on Finance are very de 
drew J. Watson, late purser in the Navy, who |) sirous to keep general legislation off these appro- 
was lost in the Levant, and allow him a credit for || priation bills altogether. The other amendment 
whatever sum appears to be due from him on the || seemed to be exceedingly important, and there- 
books of the Department. || fore I did not raise any objection to it, : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without Mr. GRIMES. My motive in introducing the 

| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third |} amendment was simply this: whenever there isa 

reading, read the third time, and passed. | , 


|| vacancy in the office of the engineer-in-chief, there 


| NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. {| 18 always an effort made to appoint some man 


. . és yutside of the Navy, who has never had any eon- 
- FESSE . ask » Senate ce || . Ma . : q 
Mr. I ESSENDEN. I ask the Senate to take nection with it, to that office. An effort ef that 
up House bill No. 19, making additional appro- fen pee tte ties toad Wee malate, o 
Riissiont fan Ene pare: persion: ee she a1 similar effort was made, and it was also made four 
° i NS rree ne > en- J ; ; a 
. f; Mai I sl in . ee eet oe , th ‘i a years preceding that. Now I simply wish that 
» hin ‘ . s re ave the reso- || -, . te oe - 
er ae ; h T fi ‘” ro as rd , a in for in- || this engineer-in-chief shall always be appointed 
t y 5 > rec yesterday, ask g IC - ° - . - ° 
fo eile ais oe WwW 7 D. one aie taken up from the line of the service, from the number of 
E - s > : e . é e * e 
ae sate ee nil a P |) chief engineers, that one of them shall be ranked 
and passed. nee eos : 
(mCerAMYT . up, who has had some experience, some familiar- 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I would rather not give || 'P>*® or thet 
- E . . ity, with the duties of the position. ‘The amend- 
way. That resolution can be taken up after this comin i oharlia fie teglal 
. . . . rn . ‘ § ‘ 
s dispose ‘ re will be some debate on Peo mArne Ny . 
‘ is dion sed of. There will be some debate on | Mr. FESSENDEN. I agree perfectly with the 
» Pp, Ss ) . ‘ P 
me Epa 1 : Senator from lowa, that the amendment is right 
The motion of Mr. Fessenpen was agreed to; || >. 5 .: , TS e al ia a 
‘ - ; . r in itself; but, sir, | cannot agree that this is the 
and the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro- right place to put it. There are half a dozen bills 
oa sn ue eiamieaeunaindet oare aie from the Senator’s own committee—the Commit- 
£ é ) ria ms tor > navi ervice ior | - 
bE ROLE SE BY” hof J Saale i °F | tee on Naval Affairs—connected with the organ- 
| the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, and appro- | 
| 


ws : : 1! ization and reorganization of the Navy in one 
priations of arrearages for the year ending the 30th || Vo "ete h debte coll oP waksc} 
f June. 1861 way or another, now upon the tableyail of which, 
of June, : 


or certainly some of which, will be acted upon. 
Upon one of those bills the amendment will be 
perfectly appropriate. Upon this it is entirely 
inappropriate; and it would be opening the door 
to a great many abuses which | wish to avoid as 
far as possible. 
Mr. GRIMES. There is no bill reported that 
is appropriate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, yes; any bill in re- 
The next amendment of the committee was, in |; lation to naval affuirs is appropriate. ‘The amend- 
line one hundred and thirty-one, of section one, || ment that was previously adopted had relation to 
makinganappropriation for the navy-yard at Mare || the expenditure of money, was a saving of ex- 
Island, to strike out ‘‘ fifty,’’ and insert ** sixty;”’ || penditure, and seemed to be in some degree appro- 
so that it will read: ° priate to the bill, and therefore [ did not object to 
For repairs to floating-dock and other repairs in the yard, || it. This 1 consider to be entirely otherwise, and 
$60,000. I really hope my friend from Lowa will withdraw 
| it, and put it upon a bill where it more properly 
The next amendment of the.committee was to || belongs. I think it is proper in itself, but if the 
insert, after line one hundred and thirty-one, under || door is opened to this legislation upon general 
subjects connected with the Navy upon these ap- 
propriation bills, we shall have difficulties over 
and over again in relation to it, as we have expe- 
rienced heretofore; and I say now, sir, so far as 
{ am concerned, I mean to oppose in every case, 

| unless it is one of pressing necessity, which can- 
not beaccomplished in any other way, this attempt 
tolegislate on general subjects—subjects connected 
even with the bill under consideration—apon ap- 
B || propriation bills. I think we shall save a great 
eee Seti a eee to || deal of difficulty by inaugurating a new state of 
the ist of July, 1861, to the credit of arintinn aod aanliee- things in that regard, If the Senator from lowa 
| tion of sailing directions, wind and current charts, astro- || desires to have this amendment made, he is a 


| The Committee on Finance reported the bill | 
| with several amendments. ‘The first amendment | 
|| of the committee was, in section one, in the appro- | 
priations for the navy-yard at New York, to strike 
| out line one hundred and twelve, in the following 
| words: 
|| For the extension of main sewer, $800.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


|} The amendment was agreed to. 


For machinery for machine shop, $30,000. 


| 
| 
| the head of ** Mare Island,”’ the following: 


The amendment was agreed to. ' 1 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Those are all the 
| amendments reported from the Committee on 
Finance. 

|| Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend the bill by | 
inserting, in line thirty-five of section two, after | 
the word ** dollars,’’ the following: 


to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 21) for the 
relief of the widows and orphans of the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the United States sloop- 
of-war Levant, and for other purposes, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed || amined into the merits of the proposition very 
me to report it back, with the recommendation || much. I have submitted it solely upon the rec- 
that it pass; and | am further instructed to ask for || ommendation of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
its immediate consideration. It is the same bill || of the House of Representatives, all of whose | 
that was passed when the Albany and the Por- || signatures are appended to a note connected with 
poise were lost. It fixes a time when the vessel || the amendment, saying that they neglected to add 
shall be considered lost, so that pensions may || it to the bill in that House. It makes no addi- || 
commence and pay may cease, and gives the rel- || tional appropriation, but merely authorizes the 
atives twelve months’ pay. It is precisely the || Secretary ef the Navy to expend asumof money 

same provision the Government has been in the || already in his hands, unexpended, in the com- | 
habit of making in the case of lost vessels for a || pleting of certain charts and sailing directions, | 
number of years. I hope the bill will be passed | , 


| nomical observations, and hydrographical surveys, as may | 
be necessary for completing the unfinished work left at the 
Observatory by the late superintendent. 


| 

I will state, Mr. President, that I have not ex- } 
| 
| 


| which are necessary at this time. The appro- 





| priation has already been made. 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


at once. } 
Ry unanimous consent the bill was considered | 


member of the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 


| that committee has half a dozen bills here, upon 
| any one of which it might go, and therefore | 


hope it will not be put upon this bill. 

Mr.GRIMES. Myexperience here has taught 
me that it is utterly futile to war against the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance. His eloquence 
and will and persistency are such that it is useless 
for me at any time to press any amendment that 
I may desire against his wishes; and therefore I 
withdraw the proposition, hoping that I shall 
receive his support when I offer it to some other 
bill. 

Mr. HALE. [am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs to offer an amendment to the 
bill, as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $8,000 be ap- 
propriated for the printing of one thousand scts of the watch 
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and station bills of the different classes of vessels in the 
Navy.and for the binding of twenty sets of the same for the 
use of the Department and the Navy. 


I will state that thisamendmentis unanimously 
recommended by the Naval Committee, and it is 
asked for by the Secretary of the Navy on the 
report of several of the oldest and most experi- 
enced captains in the Navy. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to under- 
stand the object of this. The chairman gives no 
explanation of it. Let it be read again. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What are watch and sta- 
tion bills? 

Mr. HALE. Iam asked what they are. Ido 
not know what they are; but the Secretary of the 


Navy earnestly recommended the printing of 


them, and several of the senior officers, such as 
Commodore Smith, Commodore Paulding, and 
several others, recommended it to the Secretary, 
and the committee adopted the recommendation 
of those officers without any very practical knowl 
edge of what these watch and station bills are. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Does the special appropri- 


ation for this imply—— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour fixed 


for the special order has now arrived. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am exceedingly un- 
willing to interfere with the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, and will not, if he desires to go 
on now; but if it suits his convenience as well to 
let this bill go on for half an hour, I think we 
may finish it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I am quite content; 
the Senator may have half an hour for this bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be un- 
derstood as the sense of the Senate, unless it be 
objected to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to ask whether this 


special appropriation is intended to have these bills 


rinted elsewhere than at the Government print- | 


ing establishment? If not, I do not see the ne- 
cessity for any appropriation. I have no objection 
to the printing of them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Youcan putin an amend- 
ment that the printing shall be done at the print- 
ing office. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senate decided at the 


last session that they would not commence, even 


in the case of the Supreme Court, the system of | 
having particular jobs of printing done at other | 


offices than the Government printing office. All 
I wish is, that these bills, whatever they are, shall 
be printed at the usual place and in the usual form. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That unquestionably is 
right in every particular; we ought not to break 
into the system. Let the Senator from New 


Hampshire draw the proposition over again, so | 


as simply to provide for printing the quantity he 
desires at the Government printing office, without 
any specific appropriation. 

Mr. HALE. would rather withdraw the 


alter it. I offered it at the suggestion of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy and his officers. 
the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ifnofurtheramend- 
ment be offered, the bill will be reported to the 
Senate. 

Mr. HALE. 
I wish to offer. 
section: 

ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to withdraw all naval 
officers now employed in the coast survey and light-house 
board, or so many of the same as he may need for the sez- 
vice; and the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to appoint persons from civil life to 
supply such vacancies as may occur in the light-house 
board, and at the same compensation as the persons with- 
drawa. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I trust that will not be 
passed, That is general legislation, and open to 
the same objection that I made to the proposition 
of my friend from Iowa. There seems to be no 

ressing necessity for it on an appropriation bill. 

t can be put in a naval bill. I must object to it, 
unless there is some good reason for it on the 
score of pressing necessity. 

Mr. HALE. I know nothing about it; but I 
understand there are some officers detached from 
the naval service by law and assigned to duties on 
the light-hcuse board. Thisis a provision simply 
authorizing the Secretary of the uy, ifhe deems 
it necessary, to withdraw them from that duty, 


I have another amendment which 
It is to come in as a separate 


I withdraw | A ; 
|| reference to salaries. 
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and cause their places to be filled by persons from 
civil life. Itis mere ly to enable the Secretary of 
the Navy to command the whole naval force in 
tume of war. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Hasit been recommended | 
by any officer either of the Navy or Treasury | 


Department? 

Mr. HALE. I do not know that it has been. 
itis recommended by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
place for it. I do not know that I should object 
to it in a proper place, but I must oppose it here 


on the same principle that 1 opposed the other | 


amendment. I do not want it on an appropria- 
tion bill, It embarrasses us exceedingly and gets 
up debates on the passage of those bills, which 
delay them very much. I hope the Senator from 
New Hampshire will withdraw it. 

Nr. HALE. I am not obstinate, but I think 
we might as well have a vote on it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We do not want it here. 
It is certainly not of such pressing necessity that 
it must be put here. 

Mr. HALE. Very well; I will withdraw it, 
and try another place for it. Now I have another 
amendment, which I am instructed by the Naval 
Committee to offer: 

And he it further enacted, That captains in the Navy who, 
under existing laws, have been, or shall hereafter be em- 
ployed as chiefs of bureaux, shall be entitled to receive the 
sume pay as captains ** on other duty,” from and aiter the 
date of the act *‘to increase and regulate the pay of the 
Navy of the United States,’’ approved June 1, 18650, to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Let me explain the amendmentin a few words. 
By the last section of the last act that raised the 


pay of the Navy, this provision was made: 


** Nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to 
increase or modify the present pay of the chiefs of bureaus 
in the Navy Department, with whom shall be classed the 
present superintendent of the Naval Observatory.”’ 

The chiefs of bureaus, you see, were there 
made an exception to officers performing *‘ other 
duty.”’ 1 do not know that it affects more than 
a single man in the Navy, and he is one of the 


| oldest officers in the service—Commodore Smith 


—who is at the head of a bureau. He, by this 
act, is made inferior in pay to his junior. I be- 
lieve the sum isa small one, only about a hundred 


dollars a year; but he feels it asa personal degra- | 


dation to be placed by an act of Congress, with- 


out any charge brought against him, below his | 


junior officers. This provision is simply to put 


him with the same class of officers of equal grade, 


doing other duty, with the pay which he would 
have had but for this clause in the pay bill. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. J agree that that is wrong, 
and it should be remedied. If the commodore is 
in that condition, he ought not to remain there, 


but should be put on the same footing with others; 


|| but the same objection applies to this amendment 


amendment, for I do not know enough aboutit to || : } or t 
|| payment of Navy expenses according to existing 


as to the other. *This is a bill providing for the 


laws. The proposition is to pass a new law with 
They are totally distinct, 
and I’am quite surprised that the Senator who 
represents the Committee on Naval Affairs should 
have chosen one of the appropriation bills from 
the Committee on Finance to put on legislation 
with regard to the salaries of officers in the Navy. 
This is no place for such propositions, andI really 
must make the same objection to this amendment 
that I made to the others. I admit that the prop- 
osition should be passed, and I will support it 
with pleasure in any proper place where the Sen- 
ator will move it; but I must object still, and stren- 
uously, to introducing this legislation on these 
bills, and 1 hope the Senate will sustain me; for I 
assure them that if they do, we shall save our- 
selves a great deal of trouble and annoyance with 
reference to the appropriation bills. 

Mr. HALE. The Senate will see that I have 
not been pertinacious in these matters. I have 
yielded to the seductive influence of the Senator’s 
eloquence twice. This is a simple act of justice 
in a very small matter, due to an old and faithful 
officer of the Government, who feels himself de- 
graded by this discrimination; and u& is agreed 
that it should be done. The sum is very trifing; 
he cares nothing about the sum; but he does not 
want to stand on the legislation of his country 
this slur at him. I do not know that I shall over- 
step the truth if I say that he feels and thinks that 


This bill is an improper | 
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it was put on to do the very thing which it does. 
mark him with degradation; and it ought to be 
removed. 

In regard to putting these matters ona nayal 
appropriation bill, [ will say this: it is wrong, | 
know, as a general thing; but still it is right if 
precedent is to sustain it. You did it at the last 
Congress; you have done it every Congress singe 
I have been here, and you have done it in instances 
where it ought not to have been done. I should 
be glad to-day to see every law paying any officer 
of the Army and Navy a single centabove the rec. 
ular pay-bill, repealed. Such provisions haye 
been put on appropriation bills constantly. Here 
is a meritorious case—a smali matter for an old 
man who may not live to another session of Con. 
gress—over seventy years old; and I hope the 
Senate will do him this little bit of justice. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Inasmuch as the Senator 
from New Hampshire admits that it is wrong to 
attempt to put such provisions on the appropria- 
tion bills, and admits, at the same time, that the 
money is of no sort of consequence to the indi- 
vidual, and we all know there are half a dozen 
bills from the Naval Committee on which it can 











| be put, I really hope he will withdraw this too; 
|| or 1f not, that the Senate will vote it down. 


The question being put, there was, on a divis- 
ion, ayes five, noes not counted. So the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. THOMSON. I have been instructed by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to offer an amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of line twenty-five: 

For completing the iron steam battery at Hoboken, New 
Jersey, being erected under thesuperintendence of Edwin 
A. Stevens, Esq.,a sum not exceeding $812,000: Provided, 
That the Secretary of the Navy, upon an examination being 
made by a board of examiners to be appointed by him, shail 
deem it expedient to complete the same. 

This provision is in accordance with the views 
of the Secretary of the Navy, and the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary in the report which 
has been transmitted to Congress. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask if it comes from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. THOMSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Reported by their order? 

Mr. THOMSON. Yes, sir. It has been rec- 
ommended, as I was stating, by the Secretary of 
the Navy; and I believe it is very much desired 
by other officers of the Government, including 
the highest. We have already expended on this 
battery $500,000; and by the reports which I have 
before me of William Kemble, an eminent civil- 
ian, and Captain Hudson, of the Navy, (who 
were ordered by the Department to investigate the 
matter, ) itis estimated that it will require $312,000 
more to complete the battery; and then it will be 
the most efficient battery afloat in the world, capa- 
ble of performing any service, with a speed greater 
than that ofany vessel onthe river or on the ocean. 
Its steam power will be equal to a horse power 
of eighty-six hundred and twenty-four tons. It 
is to be four hundred and twenty-four feet long; 
and I think will be shot proof and shell proof, and 
be able to resist any ordnance that is now in use. 

It will be seen, Mr. President, that the amend- 
ment which I have offered is a mere conditional 
one. A board of examiners is to be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Navy, and if they make 
a report which is satisfactory to him, then he can 
go on and complete the battery. If the report 1s 
not satisfactory, of course he will expend no 
money. I do hope that, in the present times, 
this amendment will be adopted. In four months 


| from to-day this great machine can be completed, 


and will be of immense service to us. This ves- 
sel can go to New Orleans or to Charleston. 

Mr. GRIMES. How much water will she 
draw? 

Mr. THOMSON. She can be reduced to less 
than seventeen feet. 

Mr. CLARK. She cannot go into Charleston 
harbor. 

Mr. THOMSON. I believe there are new 
channels opened there. She certainly can get 
into New Orleans. 1 do hope this amendment 
will be adopted. It is certainly quite germane 
to the bill. It is not open to the objections which 
have been made by the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, because it -is an ap- 
propriation, and it does belong to the naval ap- 
propriation bill. I think, myself,it was an omis- 
sion on the part of the other House in not inserting 
it there. 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 appealed to the Senate || 
to support me in keeping from the bill everything 
that did not properly belong to it, even though it 
was $100. Now, that this is $800,000 seems to 
me a stronger reason for acting on the principle. | 
There is no existing law that lam aware of which 
renders it necessary to make a further appropri- | 
tion for this purpose. I am not prepared to give 
a definite opinion as to the merits of this vessel; 
there are others who know much more about it 
thanI do. Certainly, twenty years ago the first 
appropriation was made to build this vessel. It 
was then represented, I think, that she was to be 
completed for $400,000. 1] 

Mr. THOMSON. Six hundred thousand dol- | 
lars. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Four bunded thousand, 
I think. I was in Congress at the time. It isnot 
a new subject tome. The Government has ex- | 
pended $500,000, and now the demand is to appro- 
priate $800,000 more to complete the vessel, and 
there is not the slightest proof adduced that any 
one officer of the Government is in favor of it; | 
that any board ef officers of the Navy was in favor | 
of it; or that any living man, except the individ- || 
ual,a very respectable gentleman, who desires to 
complete it, wants to have this sum appropriated. || 
In the present state of the Treasury, upon a mat- 
ter so entirely doubtful, about which we have no 
recommendation from any officer of the Govern- || 
ment; no report from any board of Navy officers; | 
no report from engineers; as the Yankees say, | 
‘‘nothing from nobody,’’ I think it was hardly || 
worth while to crowd on this bill a debate whieb 
must necessarily be a long one, on asubject of that 
description. I hope that the Senate will reject it. 

Mr. THOMSON. I think the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance must have for- 
gotten the recommendation in the report of the | 
Secretary of the Navy, and I will sana its 

‘It is nearly twenty years since a gentleman of New | 
Jersey, possessing wealth and talent, projected the con- 
struction of a floating battery, and the Government aided 
the work by a liberal appropriation. The death of this gen- | 
tleman a few years since interrupted the prosecution of this 
experiment; and application has been recently made by his 
surviving brother, the authorities of New Jersey, and oth- 
ers, for additional means to carry it forward to completion. 
The amount asked is of such magnitude as to require spe- 
cial investigation by a competent board, who shall report 
as to the expediency and practicability of the experiment 
before so large an expenditure should be authorized.” 

The amendment that I have introduced from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs carries out the 
views of the Secretary of the Navy precisely. It 
authorizes him to appoint a board of examiners, 
and upon their report, if it is a favorable one, he 
will proceed, and we give him the means of com- 
pleting this great battery, That is the recom- 
mendation on which we act; and if this is nota 
proper subject.to go ona naval appropriation bill, 

do not know what is. I cannot conceive of any- 
thing that is proper for it, unless such an appro- 
priation as this. I have read the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, and I can “y to the Sen- 
ate that the Secretary of the Navy has informed 
me that he desired that an additional appropria- || 
tion should be made for this purpose. ‘That was 
the object of his report. 

Mr. GRIMES. I have no desire to trespass 
upon the time of the Senate, and would not do so 
but for the fact that, after the statement made by 
the Senator from New Jersey as to the action of 
the Naval Committee, my vote on this occasion | 
will be inconsistent with what is reported to be 
Py previous action. I have not been present my- 
self at any meeting of the Naval Committee when 
authority was conferred on any gentleman to in- 
troduce this proposition. I have been told that 
such authority was granted; and, so far as I was 
concerned, I did authorize the Senator from New 
Jersey to present it, but I did not recommend it; 
but I stated, at the same time, that I should not 
vote for this appropriation. 

As I understand it, Mr. President—I have not 
looked much into the matter—there have been 
about seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
already expended on what the Senator very prop- 
erly denominates this machine, by the Govern- 
mentand by Mr. Stevens; and itis now proposed, 
with this appropriation, to pay him the excess 
that he has expended over the appropriations 
that have heretofore been made, and to expend 
$600,000 more, and in great uncertainty, too, as | 
to what will be the value of the machine when j; 
completed. il 


| feet! 
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1 understand that there are gentlemen here 
presentin the city who are willing to contract with 
the Government to deliver to it, within ninety days 


| from this time, armed gun-boats carrying six | 


heavy gunsson a side, and two large pivot eleven- 
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troops of that State, for the purpose of coming to 
the protection of the capital and the Union, also 
passed joint resolutions requesting Congress to 
pass an appropriation for the purpose of compiet- 
ing the ca@pstruction of this steam battery, l feel 


inch guns, for $140,000. They do not ask the || myself called upon to say a word or two in faver 


expenditure of a dollar by the Government until 
the boat shall be completed, and shall be tested 
and shown to be able to be propelled by the ma- 


| chinery they are to put in her, at the rate of eighi 
y j } ’ 8 


miles an-hour. Ido not know anything about 
the responsibility of the gentlemen who make 


| this proffer to the Government, and, at the same 


of the appropriation. If the joint resolutions had 
been sent to me, it would have given me pleasure 
to have the honor of presenting them to the Sen- 
ate now in session. 

This is a very large sum of money, it is true, 
sir. The exigencies of the public service demand 
largeexpenditures. | understand from very high 


time, I do not know anything about the value of || quarters, that prior to the making of the recom- 


the armed vessel when she will be built; but if 
we are going into the construction of vessels of 


| this kind, it would certainly be a great deal better | 
for the Government to build three or four of these 


armed gun-boats at a cost of $140,000 each, and 


with no obligation resting upon us to receive them | 


from the contractors unless they shall answer 


the reports which they make to us in regard to | 
them, than it would be for us to expend $800,000 | 


in the completion of this battery. 


Mr.FESSENDEN. Will my friend allow me 


|| to call his attention specifically to what the Sec- 
retary says, which may have escaped the atten- | 


tion of Senators? The Secretary of the Navy, 
instead of recommending this appropriation, says: 
‘The amount asked is of such magnitude as to require 
special investigation by a competent board, who shall re 
port as to the expediency and practicability of the experi 
ment, before so large an expenditure shall be authorized.”’ 


Before you make the appropriation, have a | 


board. That is precisely my objection. 


Mr. THOMSON. That is not what he in- | 
| tended. I will say a single word in reply to my 


friend from lowa. The vessel which he speaks 
of was one which some contractor, whom I do 


not know—he was in our committee-room this | 


morning—proposes to furnish. He wants to build 
a vessel ninety feet long and forty-five feet broad, 


| with two hundred horse power, [Mr. Grimes. 


Four hundred,] to go eight miles an hour, and 
carry six guns; and he says he can do it for a 
certain sum of money—$140,000, I believe. What 
a difference between that machine and this of 
Stevens’s! Thatis to goeight miles an hour, when 
it is reduced to a certainty that Stevens’s machine 
can very readily go twenty-one miles an hour. 


Two hundred horse power against eight thousand | 


horse power; four hundred feet against ninety 
Phere is all the difference in the world. 
While Iam up, I will say another word in an- 
‘swer to my friend, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Finance. He said, very confidently, that 
the sum at first Anpidpristed wai $600,000. I 
think he will find, on examination, that it was a 


sum not exceeding the cost of the Mississippi or | 


the Missouri, and I think that amounted to 
$580,000. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. It may be. 


Mr. THOMSON. Five hundred thousand dol- | 
| lars was paid by the Government, and they re- | 
| tained $80,000 in their possession, to be held until || 
| the vessel was completed, and that is due; and an 
| appropriation was made, | think, three years ago, 


mendation contained in the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, he did dispatch a competent 
officer to visit this battery, and in consequence 
of that report, this recommendation was made 
conditionally in the form in which it is. This 
vessel is particularly désigned for harbor defense; 
|| but by reason of its tremendou® power—over eight 
thousand horse power, | think—it will, when 
|| completed, not only be efficient in harbor defense, 
|| but will be an engine of swift and sure destruc- 
|| tion to the enemies of the Union anywhere along 
the coast, or in the harbors of the coast. Itis of 
such a character, so shielded and protected, that, 
, according to the judgment of the most scientific 
|| men, it can go into any harbor along our coast. 
It can run between the forts in the harbor of 
Charleston with perfect defiance, and, by reason 
of its proposed armament, can destroy any bat- 
|| tery now in existence in the hands of the dis- 
ynionists; and we have thought, our Legislature 
|| thought at the session to which I refer 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
yield. The time has arrived for the considera- 
tion of the spécial order. 
|| Mr. TEN EYCK. Just one word. I apolo- 
gize for referring to my State; but as we had sent 
| our troops from the fields and workshops, and 
were stripped of defense, we thought an appro- 
priation might well be made for the purpose of 
|| protecting our harbors adjoining New York, as 
|| well as the harbor of New York. 
} APPROVAL OF PRESIDENTIAL ACTION. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
| assigned for half past one o’clock is the joint res- 
olution (S. No. 1) to approve and confirm certain 
acts of the President of the United States for sup- 
|| pressing insurrection and rebellion, the question 
being on the passage of the resolution, 
|| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. President, the 
|| grounds of opposition to the joint resclution now 
before the body have been very fully stated by 
the Senator from Missoum (Mr. Pork] and by 
my colleague, [Mr. Powetr.] [have heard no 
defense of this joint resolution offered by the ma- 
jority party in the Chamber. Under ordinary 
| circumstances I should content myself with a 
| simple vote; but regarding the subject as one of 
immense importance, I am unwilling to see the 
resolution pass without a brief expression of the 
reasons of my opposition to it. 
| It proposes, sir, after enumerating certain acts 
|| of the President done since the 4th of March last, 





in the Senate of the United States for that $80,000, || to declare that— 


I have no doubt of the practicability of the plan; | 


and I believe, myself, it will be the best thing we 


*¢ All of the extraordinary acts, proclamations. and orders, 
hereinbefore mentioned, be, and the same are hereby, ap 
proved and declared to be in all respects legal and valid, 


| the engineers in charge of the works which are | 
| have a floating battery, for the purpose of pro- | 


| which they are erecting at Sandy Hook will pro- | 


| to make any extended remarks; but inasmuch 


can possibly have in these times. We have ex- 
aackad $500,000; it is estimated that it will take 
$800,000 more to complete this vessel and make || 
her as efficientasa whole navy. Now, if we make || 
no further appropriation, what we have spent is | 
all gone, 

| am very sorry indeed to occupy so much of || 
the time of the Senate, but I willsay further that | 


being erected at Sandy Hook, say that they must | 


tecting the portof New York. That fortification 
tect one of the modes of ingress; but there is 
another, which cannot be protected in any other | 
way than by a floating battery, for which this | 
vessel would be admirably adapted. k hope the | 
amendment will prevail. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Lhave no special charge of || 


this matter, sir, and therefore I do not propose 





as the Legislature of our State, which did, at the 
special session in the month of May last, pass || 


a bill to raise $2,000,000 to arm and equip the || 


to the same intent, and with the same effect, as if they bad 


| been issued and done under the previous express authority 


and direction of the Congress of the United States.’’ 

The joint resolution would seem, upon the face 
of it, to admit that the acts of the President were 
not performed in obedience to the Constitution 
and the laws. If that be true, I should be glad to 
hear some reasons assigned by gentlemen show- 
ing the power of the Congress of the United States, 
by joint resolution, to cure a breach of the Con- 
stitution or to indemnify the President against 
violations of the Constitution and the laws. If, 
in any respect, that officer has violated the laws, 


| he has also violated the Constitution; because one 


clause of that instrument declares that ‘* he shall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed.’’ 
It confers on him the power to see that they are 


| executed; but no power to violate them. 


I deny, Mr. President, that one branch of this 


| Government can indemnify any other branch of 


the Government for a violation of the Constitu- 
tion or the laws. The powers conferred upon the 
General Government by the people of the States 
are the measure of its authority. Those powers 
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have been confided to the different departments, 
and the boundari« of those departments determ- 
ined with perfect exactitude The President has 
} powers and rights conferred on him by the 
Constitution: the lertslat iuthorits y@is powe! 

and right the judicial authority its powers ind 


rio}it und I deny that either 


the other, or that 


can encroac h upon 


either can indemnify the other 


for a usurpation of powers not confided to it by 
t Constitution Sir, Congress, by a joint res 

lution, has no more right, in my opinion, to 
make valid a violation of the Constitution and the 
laws by the President, than the President would 


have by an entry upon the executive journal to 
make valid a usurpation of the executive power 
by the legislative department. has no 
more right to make valid an unconstitutional act 
of the President, than the President would have 
to make valid an act of the Supreme Court of the 
United States encroac hin upon e xecutive power; 

or than the Suprefhe Court would have the righ t 
to make valid an act of the Executive encroaching 
upon the judicial power. 

T'o se iy that Congress, b y joint resolution, mé Ly 
indemnify the President against a breach of the 
Constitution is substantially to declare that Con- 
gress may alter th Constitution in a manner not 
provide d by the instrument; may add to it or take 
from it. Ifa bare majority of the two Houses 
of Congress can, by resolution, make that con- 
stitutional and valid which was unconstitutional, 
by the same authority it may confer upon the 
President in the future powers not granted by the 
Constitution; so that, sir, in whatever aspect the 
sub a ct ms y be vie wed. it appears to me the prin- 
ciples involved in this joint resolution are utterly 
the Constitution, and contain the 
of a Government without limitation 
[ had supposed that these general 
principles were too clear and too well recognized 
in this country to need statement or illustration. 

But it may be well, Mr. President, to inquire, 


: 
Congress 


subversive of 
very 
of power rs. 


essence 


has the President of the United St ute s assumed 
powers not delegated by the Constitution or the 
laws? I speak not now, sir, of many acts of the 


in this resolution. I 
myself, for the present, to the enu- 
meration here. I think that the acts he re enumer- 
ated were usurpations on the part of the Exeec- 
utive of the United States; and that so far froma 
resolution being P ASSe d ratifying and approving 
them, I think the Chief Magistrate of the coun- 
try—and | havea sicae in my place to say it— 
skool be rebuked by the vote of both Houses of 
Congress. 

The President of the United States, first, has 
established a blockade of the whole southern 
coast, and an interior blockade of the chief rivers. 
By what authority has he done it? Whereisthe 
clause of the Constitution that authorized him? 
An attempt was made at the last session of Con- 
authority by bill. It did not 
Congress refused to grant this authority 
by law in face of the fact that seven States had 
then withdrawn from the Federal Union. Will 
any Senator say that the power exists, under the 
Constitution, upon the part of the President to 

tablish a blockade? It is an incident of war, 
sir; it is the exercise of the war power; 
Constitution of the United States declares that 
Congress shall pass an act 
ercise that power. 

But, Mr. President, since no argument has been 
made in favor of the constitutional right of the 
President to do this thing, I might rest the case 
here. I propose, however, to fortify what I have 
said by a little authority. 
the last session of C ongress, that questions arose 
here in regard to the Tight of the President to 
collect the revenue w ithout the portsof the seceded 
States, or the right of the President to institute 
a blockade; when the late Senator from Illinois 
(Senator Douglas) delivered a speech upon this 
floor against the power to blockade those ports, 
which was not only not answered, but, in my 
opinion, was unanswerable. 1 ree id a brief ex- 
tract from what he then said. It was a speech 
delivered upon the 15th day of March last in this 
body: 

** But we are told that the country is to be precipitated 
into war by biockading all the southern ports ; blockading 
ports within the United State s; blockading our own ports 


with our own Army and Navy! Where is the authority 
for that? What law authorizes the President of the United 


President not enumerated 
hall confine 


rress to 


confer the 


Pass, 
; 


States to blockade Federal ports at discretion? He has no t 


and the | 


to declare war, or ex- | 


| Constitution or law he has 


i remember, sir, during | 


more authority to blockad 
he has to blockade New 


» New Orleans or Charleston than 
York or Boston’’— 

of facts which exists now 
» States had set up a govern- 
and withdrawn from the 


Remember, the state 
existed then. ‘Thos 
ment of their own, 
Union— 
‘and no more legal right to blockade 


Mobile than Chicago. 


Sir, I cannot consent that the President of the United 
States may, at his discretion, blockade the ports of the 
United States or of any other country He can do only 


what the Constitution and laws authorize him to do. He 
dare not attempt to obstruct commerce at the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, or at Mobile, or at any other port in the 
{ States, or even those that have remained loyal to 
the Constitution and to the Union. The intimation that 
he is to do this implies a want of respect for the integrity 
of the President, or an ignorance of the laws of the land 
on the part ot those who are disturbing the harmony and 
quiet of the country by threats of illegal violence.”’ 


At this point, the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Kine] suggested that, under the right to prevent 
smuggling, the President might have the 
to blockade the southern coast; 
Douglas replied: 


secede 


to which Mr. 


‘lam not talking about smuggling. It is his duty to en- 
force the laws of the land in respect to smuggling. But, 
sir, it is not his duty to prevent smuggling in any other mode 
or by any other means than those provided by law. Will 
the Senator from New York intimate to the Senate and to 
the country that, under the pretext of preventing smuggling, 
the President can close a port created by law, and stopall 
commerce connected with it? Will he intimate that, under 
suspicion that ifthe revenue cutter allows a vessel toen- 
ter the port of New Orleaus she will not pay any duties, 
therefore the President will prevent her going there? The 
law gives him no such power, no such discretion. The 
suggestion, therefore, of the Senator from New York, 
these ports of the United States are to be blockaded by the 
Navy at the discretion of the President, under pretense of 
preventing smuggling, only shows bow loosely even Sen 
ators talk about the powers and duties of the President. It 
is not necessary to argue the question. ‘There is no law 
that authorizes it. ‘To do the act, or attempt it, would be 
one of those high crimes and usurpations that would justly 
subject the President of the United States to impeach- 
meut.”? 


That, sir, was the language uttered by that Sen- 


ator at ~_ time. I will read also a few words 
uttered by one who ought to be authority with 
many in i iis C Shamb er, and, indeed, ought to be 
an authority with all Americans upon questions 
of constitutional law. Itisan extract from some 
remarks made by Daniel Webster, during the 
troubles in South Carolina in 1832-33, when it was 
suggested that President Jackson would blockade 
the port of Charleston. ‘That eminent statesman 
uttered the following language: 

‘* Sir, for one, I protestin advance against such remedies 
as I have heard hinted. The Administration itself keeps a 
profound silence, but its friends have spoken for it. We are 
told, sir, that the President will immediately employ the mil- 
itary force, and at once blockade Charleston! <A military 
remedy, aremedy by direct military operation, has thus been 
suggestcd, and nothing else has been suggested, as the in- 
tended means of preserving the Union. Sir, there is no little 
reason to think that this suggestion is true. We cannot be 
altogether unmindful of the past, and therefore we cannot be 
altogether unapprehensive tor the future. For one, [ raise 
my voice beforehand against the unauthorized employment 
of military power, against superseding the authority of the 
laws by an armed foree, under pretense of putting down 
nullification. ‘The President has no authority to blockade 
Charleston; the President has no authority toemploy mil- 
itary foree, till he shall be duly required so to do, by law, 
and by the civil authorities. His duty is to cause the laws 
to be executed. His duty is to support the civil authority.” 

Sir, Lapprove these sentiments uttered by these 
eminent men. ‘They were formerly regarded as 
sound and true, and I trust the time will come 
again when it will not be considered treason to 
maintain them. 

It is proposed, sir, to approve and make valid 
the act of the Pre sident i in enlisting men for three 
and five years. I ask you b ' 
one this act? ‘The 
power is not conferred in the Constitution; it has 
not been granted by the law. It is, therefore 
an unconstitutional and illegal act of executive 
power. The President, of his own will—and that 
is one of the acts enumerated in this joint resolu- 
tion which it is proposed to appreve and ratify— 


has added immensely to the force of the regular 


Army. The Constitution says that Cofgress ‘shall 
raise armies, and a law now upon your statute- 
book limits the number of the regular force, offi- 
cers and men. Hence, sir, that is an act in dero- 
gation both of the Constitution and of the laws. 

- The President has added immensely to the 
Navy of the United States. The Constitution 
says that Congress shall provide and maintain a 
navy; and there is now a law upon the statute- 
book limiting the number of men to be employed 
in the Navy. That, like the rest, sir, will not 
bear argument. 


I doubt if an attempt will be 


| of talk about rights, 
\| rights of individuals; 


power | 


that | 


| derive it. 


| that writ; 


|| ted States 
|| habeas corpus. 


|| the legislative powers 


| pended, 


what authority of | 
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to defe nd it upon constitutional or 


ene lezal 
grounds. I pronounce it a usurpation. 
Again: this resolution, after reciting the author- 


ity conferred by the Presidentupon the Counmand- 
ine General of the Army _ to suspt nd the writ of 
habeas corpus at any point on or in the vicinity of 
any military line between the city of Philad Iphia 
anid the city of Washington, and recitin: the 
fact that ** he did, on the 10t h day of May last 
issue a proclamation authorizing the command : 
of the forces of the United States on the coas: 
of Florida to suspend the writ of habea corpus, 
if necessary,’ proposes to ratify and make that 
valid. Mr. President, we have had a food deal 
the rights of States, and the 
some of them have been 
said to be shadowy and imaginary; but the right 
of every citizen to be arrested only by warrant, 
and his right to have his body brought before a 
judge, the judicial authority, in order that the 
grounds of that arrest may be determined upon, 
isareal right. There can be no dispute about 
that. Itisaright of rights. It belongs to all— 
high, low, rich, poor. It is especially the right 


| of that class whom his Excellency the President 
|| calls plain people. 
| which is the measure of progress and of civiliza- 
tion, 


It isa right, the respect for 


It isa right that has been struggled for, 

fought for, guarded by laws, and locked up in 
constitutions. ‘To have maintained it by arms, 
to have suffered for it, and then to have estab- 
lished it upon foundations so immutable that thi 
authority of the sovereign cannot shake it, is the 
chief glory of the British people, from whom we 
I need not say to the Senate that in 
England, whence we derive this right, the legis- 
lative power alone can suspend it. Weall know, 
sir, that the monarch of England cannot suspend 
but transatlantic freemen seem to be 
eager to approve and ratify acts which a Euro- 
pean monarch would not dare to perform. 

Mr. President, it needs no elaborate argument 
to show that the executive authority of the Uni- 
has no right to suspend the writ of 
I content myself here, unless some 
defense be offered upon this floor, with referring 
to the fact that the privilege to suspend the writ 
in case of rebellion or invasion is classed among 
of the Constitution. That 
articls of the Constitution which refers to the pow- 

rs of the President, executive powers, touc hts 
not the question. I may add, that upon no oc- 


| casion has it ever been asserted in the Congress 


of the United States, as far as I recollect our his- 
tory, that this power exists upon the part of the 
Executive. On one memorable occasion in our 
history, Jefferson thought a period had arrived 


|| when, perhaps, that writ might properly be sus- 


pended. He did not undertake to do it himself. 
He submitted the question to Congress. He did 
not even recommend that it should be done; and 


| in the long debates that occurred in this and the 


other branch of Congress upon the question of 
suspending the writ, “which finally was not sus- 
not one intimation was given by any 
speaker in either House, as far as I rem mber, 
that the power existed on the part of the Presi- 
dent. I then point to the Constitution, and ask 
Senators who desire to approve this act, to point 
me to that clause in it which gives the ‘right, 
deduces it by fair construction from any seatie 
ion of that instrument. 

What part of the Constitution is it, sir, which 
confers upon the President the right to do this act 
more than upon any other officer, executive or 
judicial, of the Government? Surely it is not that 
portion of the Constitution which declares that 
he shall take care that the laws be faithfully ex- 
ecuted. The most eminent commentators on the 
Constitution of the Unitéd States concur in say- 
ing that it is purely a legislative act. Justice 
Story, one of the most eminent judicial lights of 
New England, in his Commentaries on the Con- 
stitution, ~ declares it to belong to the Legislature, 
and not to the Executive. The Supreme Court 
of the United States have determined that Con- 
gress alone can suspend the privilege of the writ. 
Upon a recent occasion, in a case which arose In 
Maryland, the present Chief Justice, in an opin- 
ion which has never been answered, and never 
will be answered, exhausts the argument, and 
makes all other reference to the subject idle and 
superfluous. 

ir, one of the worst signs of the times, I ven- 
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ture to say here, is the manner in which that opin- 
ion has been received. A subordinate military 
officer in the city of Baltimore arrests a private 
citizen by military force without warrantof law, 
and confines him in a fortress. His friends at- 
tempt to get outa writ of habeas corpus before the 
Chief Justice of the United States, and the reply 
is that he will not be delivered up by the mill- 
tary. The Chief Justice then gives an opinion, 
which has commanded the respect and acquies- | 
cence, not only of the profession of which he is 
so great an ornament, but of almost all thought- 
ful men in the country; and, sir, | must express 
my admiration for the prudence and the wisdom 
of those who, while they are determined that the 
military power shall usurp the judicial authority, 
do not undertake to defend it. The newspapers 
of the country, and men excited by the violent 
passions which mark the times, have denounced 
the Chief Justice, but they have not answered his 
opinion. There it stands, sir; and it is one of 
those productions which will add to his renown. 
The abuse of the press, the refusal to respect just 
authority, the attempt to make that eminent ju- 
dicial officer odious, will yet recoil upon those 
who attemptit. I honor him, sir—I honor him 
for the courage with which he did his duty, as 
well as for the calm, temperate, conclusive man- 
ner in which he performed it. [am glad that he 
yet remains among us, a man so remarkable for 
his honored length of years, for his eminent pub- 
lic services, and for the rectitude of his private 
life, as that he may be justly ranked among the 
most illustrious Americans, living or dead. 

You propose to make that valid; you propose 
to approve it, without making a defense of it either 
upon constitutional or legal grounds. What will 
be the effect, sir? In approving what the Presi- 
dent has done in this regard in the past, you in- 
vite him to do the like in the future; and the whole 
country will lie prostrate at the feet of executive 
power when, in the opinion of the President, the 
the time shall have come to suspend the rights 


of individuals, and to have substituted military | 


power for judicial authority. 

Mr. President, although there are but few of 
us here who take the view of the Constitution and 
of right which I am advocating to-day, I trust 
that we will not, under any circumstances, fail to 
protest, in temperate, but manly language, against 
what we consider usurpations of the Constitution. 
Let me call the attention of the Senate and the 
country briefly to other acts, against which, in 
my place, I protest in the name of the Constitu- 
tion, and in the name of the people I represent. 

You have, sir, practically, martial law estab- 
lished all over this land. ‘The houses of private 
citizens are searched without warrant. The right 
of citizens to bear arms is made nugatory by their 
being taken from them without judicial process, 
and upon mere suspicion. Individuals are seized 
without legal warrant and imprisoned; and they 
cannot be taken from prison by judicial process. 
They are taken upon suspicion and confined by 
military authority. The other day, since Con- 
gress met, a military officer in the city of Balti- 


more appointed q marshal for that city. Will | 


any man defend that act? Is it not martial law? 
Does it not override all other law? Is it not sub- 
stituting the will of a military commander for the 
laws of the land? What more authority had that 


officer to appoint a marshal for thé city of Balti- | 


more than he had to appoint a pastor for one of 
its congregations, or a president for one of its 
banks? The Constitution undertakes to guard the 
right of the people against unreasonable searches 
or seizures, Or any seizure without warrant of 
judicial authority. Has not the President of the 
United States, by one broad and sweeping act, 
laid his hands upon the private correspondence of 
the whole community, ranging through some one 


or two years? Who defends it as conformable to 


the Constitution? 

[ am told, sir, (and if I had the power to do it, 
I would have it inquired into in the name of the 
public liberties,) that at this moment, in the city 
of Washington, in the jail of this city, are indi- 
viduals who have been taken by the military 
authorities, in Maryland, in other States, and in 
this District, who now lie here and cannot be 
got out by judicial process; and in some instances 
such an oblivion, in the hurry of events, has 
come over the imprisonment that it has been ab- 
solutely forgotten. I was told by a Senator of 


authority. 


| out authority of law. 
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one instance in which a man was seized by mili- 
tary authority without any process of law what- 
ever, put in jail here, and remained pe rhaps 
for some weeks, forgotten—forgotten, sir, as i 
he had be@ in the Bastile. His friends at last 
made application at one of the Departments of the 
Government. They looked into his case, found 
nothing against him, and he was ultimately dis- 
charged; but in the rush of events the very exist- 
ence of the man and the cause of his imprison- 
ment had been forgotten. 

Mr. President, we may pass this joint resolu- 
tion to approve these acts; we may upon the face 
of the joint resolution make them valid; but we 
cannot make them valid in fact. I know, sir, that 
Congress, in the exercise of its legislative faunc- 
tions, may appropriate money which has been ex- 
pended by the President without warrant of law; 
but whatever unconstitutional act he may have 
committed cannot be cured by a joint resolution of 
Congress; but stands there, and will stand forever, 


a breach of the Constitution. Nor can this | 


Congress, by a joint resolution, prevent any suc- 
ceeding one from holding any officer of the Gov- 
ernment responsible for any violation of the Con- 
Stitution. Tenumerate whatl regard asusurpations 
of the Executive to go upon the record as a protest 
of those of us who are not willing to see the Con- 
stitution subverted, and the public liberty tram- 


pled under foot, under whatever pretext, of neces- | 


sity or otherwise. 
The Constitution declares that Congress alone 


shall have power ‘to declare war.”’ ‘The Presi- | 


dent has made war. Congress alone shall have 


power ** to raise and support armies.’’ The Pres- | 
| ident has raised and supported armies on his own 
Congress shall have power ‘‘ to pro- | 


vide and maintain a navy.’’ The President has 
provided an immense Navy,and maintains it with- 
The Constitution declares 
that no money shall be taken from the Treasury 
except in pursuance ef appropriations made by 
law. The President has taken money from the 
Treasury without appropriations made by law 
for the purpose of carrying out the preceding un- 
constitutional acts. One of the amendments tothe 
Constitution declares that— 

* A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security 
of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed.” 

They have been disarmed, and disarmed with- 
out criminal charge and without warrant. One of 
the amendments to the Constitution declares that— 


“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, |} 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 


| and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall 
issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath oraffirm 
ation, and particularly describing the place to be searched 
and the persons or things to be seized.”’ 


The people have not been exempt from unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures. ‘Their property 
has been taken from them; their houses have been 
searched without authority of law, and by a pure 
military authority. 

*“ No person?’ — 

Says one of the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion— 

‘*shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infa 


mous crime, unless On a presentment or indictment of a 
grand jury.”’ 


8 amendment continues: 


‘Nor shall be compelied in any criminal case to be a 
witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 


property, without due process of law.”’ 


Citizens have, by military authority, been de- || 
| prived of liberty and property without due process 


| of law. 
| These great and fundamental rights, sir, the 
sanctity of which is the measure of progress and 


of civilization, which have been carefully guarded 
and locked up in your Constitution, have been 
| trampled under foot by military power, are being 
now every day trampled under foot by military 
power here and hereabouts in the presence of the 
two houses of Congress; and yet, so great upon 
the one side is the passion of the hour, and so 
astonishing the stupid amazement on the other, 
that we receive it as natural, as right, as of course. 
We are rushing, and with rapid strides, froma 
constitutional government to a military despotism. 
The Constitution says the freedom of speech 

'! and of the press shall not be abridged. Three days I necessity for present preservation and existence 


Many persons have been held to answer for in- 
| famous crimes without presentment or indictment, 


hy ee warrant, by military authority, The 
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ago, in the city of St. Louis, a military officer, 
with four hundred soldiers—that was his warrant 
—went into a newspaper office of that city, re- 
moved the types, and declared that it should no 
longer bePablish: d, giving, among other reasons, 
that it was fabricating reports injurious to the Uni 
ted States soldiers in Mis sour. Mr. President, 
is there a Senator here, is there a citizen in all the 
land, who wil 
authority exists on the part of a military officer, 
either to deprive a citizen of his lbe rty. without 
warrant, or of his property, or to suppress the 
freedom of the press? We are told in the same 
dispatch that the proprictors-of the paper submit- 
ted, and intended to make their appeal-—where, 
and to whom? To the judicial authorities? No, 
sir; but to Major General Frémont when he should 
| reach St. Louis; to appeal from General Lyon to 
General Frémont. The civil authorities of the 
country are paralyzed,anda w martial law 
is being established all over the land. The like 
never happened in this country before, and would 
not be tolerated in any country in Europe whieh 
pretends to the elements of civilization and regu- 
lated liberty. George Washington carried the 
thirteen colonies through the war of the Revolu- 
tion without martial law. The President of the 
United States cannot conduct the Government 
three months without resorting to it. 
| Mr. President, | presume every Senator here 
| has read the opinion of the Chief Justice to which 
I have referred. I content myself by reading a 
few extracts from the close, as expressive of my 
opinions of the public danger. The Chief Jus- 
tice says: 








































































say that the slichtest coler of 


“The Constitution provides, as T hve before said, that 
‘no person should be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law.’ [It declares that * the right ot 
the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
| not be violated, and no warrant shall issue but upon prob 

able cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particu 

larly deseribing the place to be searched, and the persons 
| or things to be seized.’ It provides that the party accused 
shall be entitled to a speedy trial in a court of justice 

** And these great and fundamental laws, which Congress 

itself could not suspend, have been disregarded and sus 
pended, like the writ of habeas corpus, by a military order, 
supported by force of arms. Such is tie case now before 
| me, and I ean only say thatif the authority which the Con 
stitution has confided to the judiciary department and 
| judicial officers, may thus, upon any pretext or under any 
circumstances, be usurped by the military power at its dis 
cretion, the people of the United States are no longer living 
under a Government of laws, but every citizen holds life, 
| liberty, and property, at the will and pleasure of the Army 

officer in whose military district he may happen to be 
| found.”? 


[ cannot say whether tlris great judge will be 

|; able to preserve the Constitution of his country; 

but we owe him, and posterity will owe him, a 

|| debt of gratitude for the vindication of the prin 

ciples of constitutional liberty and of personal 

liberty which antedated and possibly may surviv: 
the Federal Constitution. 

Then, Mr. President, the Executive ofthe United 
States has assumed legislative powers. The Ex 
ecutive of the United States has assumed judicial 

| powers. The executive power bajongs to him by 
the Constitution. He has, therefore, concentrated 
in his own hands executive, legislative, and judi- 
cial powers, which, in every age of the world, has 
been the very definition of despotism, and exer- 
cises them to-day, while we sit in the Senate Cham- 
ber, and the other branch of the legislative author- 
ity at the other end of the Capitol. What is the 
excuse; what is the justification ; whatis the plea? 
Necessity. Necessity? | answer, first, there was 
no necessity. Was it necessary, to preserve the 
visible emblems of Federal authority here, that 
the southern coast should have been blockaded ? 
Did not the same necessity exist when Congress, 
at its last session, refused to pass the force bill, 
that existed at the time the President assumed 
these powers? As Congress refused to do it, and 
adjudged that there waS no necessity at that time, 
what was the additional necessity afterwards? 
Was it necessary, until Congress should meet, 
to the existence of the Union of these States, 
and of its Constitution, that powers not confer- 
red by the instrument sbould be assumed? Was 
there any necessity for overrunning the State of 
Missouri? Was there a necessity for raising th 
largest armies ever assembled upon the Amer- 
ican continent, and fitting out the largest ficets 
ever seen in an American harbor? What 1 mean 
to say is, that there was none of that overriding 
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which is sometimes made the plea of unconstitu- 
tional usurpation. In the case of the man in 
Maryland, who has been confined so long in Fort 
McHenry, and upon whose case the question arose 


which drew out the opinion of the Clittf Justice, 
to which I have referred, was there a necessity, 
in the view gentlemen take of it, for holding that 
man in that fortress, instead of turning him over 
to the civil authorities? What was the charge? 
The chief charge, | believe, was that weeks be- 
fore he had been concerned in treasonable acts, 
and in burning down bridges. Was not the judi- 
cial authority there to take charge of it, try him, 
and, if guilty, to convict him and punish him? 
Will any Senator point out the necessity for the 
occurrences which are now taking place every 
day, of arresting individuals without warrant of 
law? If that be a necessity in the present condi- 
tion of affairs, and when Congress is in session 
here, what a long necessity we have before us, 
and impending oveF us! Sir, let Congress adjourn 
approving and ratifying these acts, and the same 
character of nece SSILY precisely, even stronger 
perhaps, will justify the President in superseding 
the Jaws in every State of this Union where, in 
his opinion, it should be done; and, sir, there will 
not be a vestige of civil authority left to rise after 
the passing tread of military power. 

But, Mr. President, I deny this doctrine of ne- 
cessity. I deny that the President of the United 
States may violate the Constitution upon the 
ground of necessity. The doctrine is utterly sub- 
versive of the Constitution; itis utterly subversive 
of all written limitations of government; and it 
substitutes, especially where you make him the 
uluumate judge of that necessity, and his decision 
not to be appealed from, the will of one man for 
a written constitution. Mr. President, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, which draws its 
life from the Constitution, and which was made 
by that instrument, does not rest as does the Con- 
stitution in many other countries, upon usage or 
upon implied consent. It rests upon express 
written consent. The Government of the United 
States may exercise such powers, and such only, 
as are given in this written form of government 
and bond which unites the States; none others. 
The people of the States conferred upon this agent 
of theirs just such powers as they deemed neces- 
sary, and no more; all others they retained. That 
Constitution was made for all contingencies; for 
peace and for war. They conferred all the pow- 
ers they deemed necessary, and more cannot be 
assumed, to carry on the Government. They 
intended to provide for all contingencies that they 
thought ought to be provided for, and they re- 
tained to the States all the powers not granted by 
the instrument. If in any instance it may be 
supposed that the powers conferred are not suffi- 
cient, sull none others were granted, and none 
others can be exercised. Will this be denied, sir? 
Or is the doctrine to be advanced that all consti- 
tutional questions are to be aah entirely subor- 
dinate to the opinions and ideas that may prevail 
at the hour in reference to political unity and as- 
sociation? Itlfs been held heretofore—I thought 
it was axiomatic, and received everywhere—that 
the terms of the Constitution of the United States 
were the measure of power on one side, and of 


obedience on the other; and let us take care how | 


we establish a principle that, under the presumed 
stress of circumstances, powers not granted may 
be assumed; take care that you do not furnish an 
argument which the world and history will re- 
spectupon the part of people and States, to throw 
off an authority which no longer respects its own 
limitations. 

Mr. President, these are a few of the reasons 
which contro] me in voting against this resolution. 
It seems to me that Congress should express some 
opinion upon it, and I trust it will be voted upon. 
If the vote shall be as I fear it will, it will be an 
invitation to the President of the United States, in 
the absence of other legislation, to do the l'ke acts 
of usurpation whenever he thinks they are neces- 
sary. What will be the effectofit? Herein Wash- 
ington, in Kentucky, in Missouri, everywhere 
where the authority of the President extends, in 
his discretion he will feel himself warranted by 
the action of Congress upon this resolution to sub- 
ordinate the civil to the military power; to impris- 
on citizens without warrant of law; to suspend 


the writ of habeas corpus; to establish martial law; 


to suppress the press; to do all those acts which 
rest in the will and in the authority of a military 
commander. In my judgment, sir, if we pass it, 
we are upon the eve of putting, so far as we can, 
in the hands of the President of the @nited States 
the-power of a dictator. 

With such a beginning as that, what are we to 


| expect in the future? Sir, when I see men impris- 


oned within hail of the Capitol, without a war- 
rant, and the courts paralyzed, and Congress not 
rising tu protest in indignant tones against it, my 
mind is filled with gloomy forebodings of the 
future. What may we expect, except a line of 
conduct in keeping with what has occurred? 

Mr. President, is this contest to preserve the 
Constitution? If so, then it should be waged in 
a constitutional manner. Is the doctrine to obtain 
that the provisions of the Federal Constitution 
are to be entirely subordinated to the idea of po- 
litical unity? Shall the rallying cry be, ‘‘ the 
Constitution and the Union,’’ or are we prepared 
to say, *‘ the Constitution is gone, but the Union 
survives?’’ 
this principle be announced, let us carry on this 
contest with this spirit, and wink at or approve 
violations of this sacred instrument, and, sir, the 
people will soon begin to inquire what will be- 
come of their liberties at the end of the strife. 
The pregnant question, Mr. President, for us to 
decide is, whether the Constitution is to be re- 
spected in this struggle; whether we are to be 
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mountable one. It must yield to the greatest good of one 
power; we ure not strangers and strange to each other.» 
7 * ° * ** We need notall these Legislatures 
all these sovereignties. We are one, and to move as one. 


That, sir, in my opinion, is the purpose of a 
growing party in this country, and is the ineyit- 
able dome of the present conduct of affairs, 
I remember to have read, not long since, a speech 
made by the present able Secretary of War, in 
this city, in which he said that the southern States 
must be subdued, and that at the end of this con- 
test there would be no more Virginians as such, 


| or Carolinians as such; but only Americans al}. 


Sir, the name of American is a proud one, and | 
love it; but it is the preservation of the names of 


| Virginiansand Pennsylvanians, and the distinctive 
| existence of all these States, which alone can keep 


the name of American a proud one. I never want 
to see them blotted out. 

I said, sir, that in my opinion, the tendency was 
to change our character of Government, and that 


| the purpose, if not avowed, is acted upon to con- 


What sort of Union would it be? Let | 


duct those proceedings without regard to the limit- 


ation of the Constitution. These things I have 


called upon to follow the flag over the ruins of || 


the Constitution? Without questioning the mo- 
tives of any, 1 believe that the whole tendency 


of the present proceedings is to establish a Gov- | 


ernment without limitations of powers, and to 
change radically our frame and character of Gov- 
ernment. 


I was told the other day, by a very excellent | 
and distinguished man, who was not long since 


in the service of the Government abroad, with 
whom I wasconversing upon the present extraor- 
dinary condition of publicaffairs, thatmany Amer- 
icans abroad, when they are asked by foreigners, 
in view of the present condition of things here, 
‘*We supposed that your Federal Government 
rested upon consent: how do you propose to 
maintain it by force?’’—often, he says, the an- 


| swer coming from citizens of the United States || 


would be, ‘* it was intended to rest upon consent; 
it has failed; it is not strong enough; we intend 


enumerated go to show it. This joint resolution 
goes to show it. I call upon Senators to defend 
the constitutionality of these acts, or else to ad- 
mit that we intend to conduct this contest without 
regard to the Constitution. Sir, the character of 


| the contest itself gives a fearful foreboding of it. 


The whole subject has been argued over and over 
again, and I will not weary the patience of the 
Senate in speaking of the character of the Govern- 
ment now. Icontent myself with saying thatit 


| never was in contemplation, by the framers of 


the Constitution that this Government should be 
maintained by military force to subjugate the 
different political communities that compose the 
States. It was declared by Madison, ay, and by 
Hamilton, the great Federalist, himself a member 


| of the convention that framed the Constitution, 


that it was not in the competency of the Govern- 
ment thus to preserve it. But look at the contrast. 
An army of half a million men concentrating 
from all points, not to execute the laws against 
individuals; not a military force employed in aid 


| of the civil power—the civil power of the Uni- 


| ted States does not exist in the States which have 


withdrawn—but for the purpose of military sub- 


|| jugation. Call it what you will, it is military 


to make it stronger; we will change the character || 


of the Government, and we will give it all the 
strength that we deem esseftial, without regard 
to the provisions of the Constitution, which was 


subjugation if successful. Suppose the Federal 
troops are able:to overcome all the opposition 
before them: what is contemplated and avowed? 


| They aréto march through Virginia, through the 


made some eighty years ago, and is found notto | 


fit the present condition of affairs.’’ 


Sir, t think it is quite time that the attention of | 


the Senate were called to the tendency of the day. 


I know that there are thousands and hundreds of | 
thousands of true, conservative, thoughtful men, | 


who love the Constitution of their country, scat- 


tered all through the adhering States, and who | 
| never would consent to conduct this contest with 
arms one step further or one day longer if they 


believed that any purpose existed substantially 


| to change the character of our system, to interfere | nau . 
| gard to the Constitution, witness the remarks 
that fell the other day from the able and very elo- 


with personal rights, or the rights of political 
communities, and who are willing to go just as 


| far as the Constitution warrants them, and no 
| further. There are many who are of a different 
opinion, and have a different purpose to purgge.. 


I read the other day in a leading, able, influ l 


| paper in one of the northern States, some sugges- 


tions which are abroad in this land, which fill 
many heads and many hearts, and which derive 
strength and consistency and point from much 
that | see passing around us here. That able 
paper says: 


*“ The war may soon pass away; we may have a quick 


and vital battle-field, and the North prove its prowess, as | 


certainly it will; but the truth of national unity and power 
that these events have given endures—combined, con- 
densed, concentrated—in Army and Navy. 

“It is the characteristic of the history of our times, that 
it gives to years the labor which was the burden in other 


| times for ages ; and the sudden rushing into one bounding 
| artery of all the life-blood of the North may now create 
+ us. We shallask the question, Why all these State lines ? 
| Why all this needless, cumbersome, intricate entangle- 


ment of different powers to make law and to decree judg- 
ment? We can afford now to efface the old colonial geog- 


raphy. It is the admitted powers of States within the | 


nation that has been. the source of all our trouble. Nor 


will the removal of State power, and the creation ofa na- | ee ; oo 
|| willing and loyal obedience to the Federal Gov- 


tionality, be a task so formidable.’’ * * * * 


to make seizures and searches without warrant; || “This artificial difficulty of State rights is not an insur- 





Carolinas, through allihe Gulf States down to New 
Orleans, to occupy them, to subdue them, in the 
language of the press, and in the language of em- 
inent gentlemen, who represent the feelings and 
the purposes of the majority. That, sir, is pros- 
ecuting the war unconstitutionally. Even if there 
was a warrant in the Constitution to carry it on 
in that way, it would be the overthrow of the 
Constitution finally, and of the public liberty. 
There is no warrant in the Constitution to con- 
duct the contest in that form. 

Sir, in further proof of my statement, that the 
disposition is to conduct this contest without re- 


quent Senator from Oregon, [Mr. Baxer.| He 
is a constitutional lawyer; he knows what the 
Constitution of his country is—no man better. 
He declared, in the presence of the Senate and 
the country, that he meant direct war, and that 
for that purpose nothing was so good as a dictator; 
he therefore was for conferring upon the Presi- 
dent of the United States almost unlimited pow- 


‘| ers. I give his words. Nobody so good as a dic- 


tator to conduct this sort of war we were in, and 
of which he is in favor! Is anything necessary 
more than to state this to show that, at least so 
far as that Senator is concerned, he proposes to 
conduct it without regard to the Constitution? I 
heard no rebuke administered to that eminent 
gentleman. Upon the contrary, I saw warm 
congratulations from more than one Senator, ap- 


parently upon the sentiments and the character of 


the address. 

In the course of the same speech to which I 
have referred, that eminent Senator declared that 
not only must that country be ravaged by armies, 
but that unless the people of those States paid 


ernment, their State form must be changed, and 
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they must be reduced to the condition of Terri- 
tories: ‘0 be governed by Governors sent from 
Massachusetts and Hlinois. This was said seri- 
ouslv; and afterwards, when referred to by my 
colleague on a subsequent day, reaffirmed by that 
eminent Senator. If necessary, reduced to the 
condition of Territories! Is there authority in 
the Constitution to do it? 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SuHerman 
in the chair.) Does the Senator from Kentucky 
yield to the Senator from Oregon? 

" Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER. I deem myself very unfortunate 
that I cannot get either of the Senators from Ken- 
tucky, junior or senior, to understand what I did 
say, whether it was well said or ill. Now, with 
great respect for the Senator, I will try once 
more; and because I am so misrepresented, I 
hope he will bear with me one or two moments; 
it will not hurt his speech. I was making a 
speech the other day against giving too much 
power to the President. I was occupying my 
usual constitutional-guarded position against the 
increase of a standing army. I gave, as an ex- 
cuse for voting for an army at all, the present 
condition of public affairs; and in that light and 
with that purpose, I did say, in-a speech very 
well reported, that, in order to save the Union, I 
would take some risk of despotism. I repeat that 
now: I will risk a little to save all. 

Again: I expressed my sincere hope—perhaps 
I may have added my conviction—that in a better 
and not a very distant day, the southern States 
would not only return to their allegiance, but 
would become loyal in sentiment, as well as opin- 
ion. I expressed then what I feel now,a fervent 
hope that the people for whom, he well knows, | 
pleaded, with his friends as well as mine, during 
the last session of Congress, should again be one 
with us, in feeling and in destiny. But I declared 
then what no comment of his or his colleague will 
drive me from, that if, contrary to that hope—if 
I may not add that conviction—they did not do 
it, if they would not send members here to gov- 
ern them, it was better, for the sake of ultimate 
peace, for freedom, civilization, humanity, that 
they should be governed as Territories are gov- 
erned, rather than permit perpetual anarchy, con- 
fusion, discord, and civil war. [Manifestations 
of applause in the galleries.] I did say that, and 
I do believe that now; and I think the events of 
the next six months will show that it would be 
better for the country and the world and the Sen- 
ator himself, if he believed it. [Applause in the 
galleries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
of the Chair to inform citizens in the galleries that 
there must be no interruption. There must be 
no marks of approbation or disapprobation. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms and the doorkeepers will see 
that the order of the Senate is strictly enforced, 
and will arrest any person who violates the rules. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. President, I did 
not misunderstand the position of the Senator from 
Oregon, and I think that I stated it in substance 
as he has stated it himself. I accept, however, 
his statement, if it varies from the one I made. 
The declaration just made by the Senator is addi- 
tional proof that the Constitution of the United 
States is not to be the measure of the authority 
exercised by the Government in the prosecution 
of this contest; and the approval of the public, in 
so far as that public is represented here, is addi- 
tional evidence to my mind that the sanctity of 
the instrument is ceasing to influence the feelings 
and actions of the people. Sir, I want the coun- 
try at large, | want the people of the United States, 
to understand distinctly what the issue is. How- 
ever they may determine it, it may be well to let 
them understand what itis. In the valley of the 
Ohio and the Upper Mississippi, they are, | think, 
resting under the impression that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States is not to be violated; and 
they are not yet prepared to take the ground that 
the principle of political unity shall be held supe- 
rior to the provisions of the Constitution. Now, 
the Senator reaffirms upon this floor that, if it 
should became necessary in the opinion of Con- 
gress, he would be in favorof reducing these States 
to a territorial condition. Well, sir, if they are 
out of the Union, I suppose we have the power 
to make war on them under that general power, 
which exists in all people te make war, and con- 


It is the duty | 





quer them and do as we please with them; but if 
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they are regarded as still being Statesin this Union, | 


and to be treated according to the provisions and 
the powers conferred by the Federal Constitution, 
there is no, pretense of argument, none will be 
made, that the instrument contains any authority 
to reduce them to the territorial condition, 
an additional proof of the statement I made, that 
the Constitution of the United States is put aside 
in this contest. I want the people to know it. 
Let them determine. They will determine as they 
think best for their own interest and their own 
destiny. Perhaps, sir, they will pause and con- 
sider what is likely to become of their own liber- 
ties after this spirit shall have worked out itself; 

I consider it not only subversive of the Consti- 
tution, but I consider it subversive of the public 
liberty, to clothe any man with dictatorial pow- 
ers, and to undertake, undera republican form of 
government, to govern ten million people as if 
they were in a territorial condition. This Union 
is composed of States. The people of the States 
made it. The Constitution declares, in express 


| terms, that ** the United States shall guaranty to 


| is, that this rebellion must be crushed. 


every State in this Union a republican form of 
government;”’ and yet it is announced upon the 
floor of the American Senate, by a Senator of the 
United States, that, in a certain contingency, he 
would destroy a State itself and make it a ‘Verri- 


tory. 


Mr. President, as a further proof, I will accu- 
mulate two or three more. The excellent Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon,] heretofore 
always regarded as one of the most moderate and 
conservative in the political organization to which 
he is attached, unless I misheard him yesterday 
in‘some remarks which he was making just as | 
entered the Chamber, said in substance that, if 
the institution of African slavery stood in the way 
of the Union, it must be abolished. 1 may not 
give his words; but I think I have given the sub- 
stance of his idea, and he nods approval. 
Mr. President 

Mr. Dixon rose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky give way ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DIXON. I have here what I said yester- 
day, as reported in the Globe. I have marked 
the passage to which the Senator alludes; and I 
ask the Secretary to read it. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 





It 1s | 


14] 
icine aateeeaianiicaial —— 
before the Constitution was formed, and were 
intended to be seeured by it. ‘Then political 
rights are no more sacred in the view of the Con- 
sutution than their other rights. Their property 
of any other description is no more sacred in view 
of the Constitution, or of their own laws, than the 
description of property to which the Senator re- 
ferred. To declare that this contest shall be pros- 
ecuted, if necessary, to the abolition of slavery in 
the southern States, is in principle to declare that, 
if it becomes necessary, it shall be prosecuted to 


: ‘ 
|| the total subversion of all State authority, to the 


total overthrow of all rights, personal and politi- 
cal, and to the entire subversion of their liberties, 
possibly of ours. The conclusions are not too 
large which I draw from the principle announced 
by the Senator; and taken in connection with the 
declaration of the Senator from Oregon, taken in 
connection with the acts which are treated in this 


joint resolution, and the other acts which I have 


| enumerated, it proves what I fear, and what I 


desire the country to ugderstand, that the Con- 
stitution of the United States is no longer to be 
held as the measure of power on one side and of 
obedience on the other, but that it is to be put 
aside to carry out the purposes of the majority. 

I hold, sir, that it is no legitimate mode to pre- 
serve the Union of the States by trampling the 
Constitution under foot; and I do not believe that 
the people of the adhering States are willmg to 


| go into this strife with vast armies, make war, 


Well, | 


*¢] speak for only one State ; and the voice of that State | 


longer or a shorter time, let it cost more or less money, a 


| greater or less sacrifice of human life, still it can be, it 


must and will be, crushed. If the ordinary means of war 


Let it require a | 


fare can do this, let them, as I hope they may, suffice; but | 


if more shall be required, more must be resorted to. Ig may 
be, should the war continue to drag its slow length along, 
that means, which seem to us terrific in their conse- 


abolish institutions and political communities 
themselves, struggling simply for the idea of ter- 
ritorial integrity and national unity, finding, when 
they come out of the contest, the Constitution 
gone, and themselves at sea as to the character of 
the institutions with which they shall emerge 
from it. 

Sir, | have accomplished my object if I have 
called attention ina broken, but plain and pointed 
way, to the fact that these acts which I have 
enumerated, and these declarations, and these pro- 
ceedings which are occurring around us, prove 
that the Constitution is not to be the measure of 
action; and strangely enough it sounds for gen- 
tlemen to declare that they do all these things to 
preserve the Constitution of their country ! 

Mr. President, in my jugdment, the people of 
the United States are not for this; and, in my opin- 
ion, they will not agree to wage war for any such 
purpose with any such results. They will not 
agree to let any of the functionaries to whom they 
have confided power, under whatever patriotic pre- 
text, wander away from the Constitution. If they 
shall become at any time satisfied that the tend- 
ency of this conflict, whether it be the purpose or 
not, shall be either to abolish the existence of any 


| of the States or to abolish any of their institutions, 


| quences, may be required; but it ought to be understood | 


now, in the beginning, that whatever means may be neces- 
sary to preserve the territorial integrity of the United States 
and the unity of the nation, will, when the necessity shall 
arise, be used freely, fully, and unhesitatingly. If, in the 
course of events, it shall appear that either slavery or this 


Government must perish, then the voice of a united people 


will declare, let slavery perish, and Jet the Government live 
forever. Such is the stern determinatien to which thou- 


| sands have come, who have been considered heretofore 


men of moderate views. 
It is enough to state it. It is the calm, deliberate opinion 
of that great conservative class who, in the outset of these 
troubles, were anxious, if possible, to find a peaceful solu- 
tion of our difficulties. Finding this impossible, they have 
come to the conclusion that the Government shall be saved 
from destruction whatever else may perish. 

** Let me not be misunderstood. The object of the strug- 
gle we are now engaged in, on the part of the loyai States, 
is not the abolition of slavery; but if it shall prove a long 
continued contest, that may be its inevitable consequence. 
Let those most interested consider this truth in all its bear- 


; 


ings.°* 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I believe, sir, that I 
did not misrepresent the position taken by the 
Senator from Connecticut. Let us pause one mo- 
ment, Mr. President, and consider to what that 
leads. Men who love the Constitution and the 
Union of the States as sincerely and cordially as 
the Senator himself could possibly do, consider 


which, under the terms of the Constitution, lib- 


including, I will add, that of slavery, however ob- 
noxious to many, they will never consent to let 


| the war be waged for that purpose. 


Mr. President, I regret to say that what may be 


| called the more extreme violent and resolute men 


I will not enlarge on this point. | 


of the Republican organization appear to have 
control of its destiny at this time, and all efforts 
are being made for the purpose of preventing 
any return to peace, and of inflaming the public 
yassions against the institutions of the South. I 
ee a bill read at that table this morning by 
its title; and how did it read? ‘A bill to sup- 
yress the slaveholders’ rebellion.”’ If it had 
brad a title, ** A bill to provide for the execution 


| of the laws,’’ or any other parliamentary title 


| known heretofore in American legislative proceed- 


ings, of course I should not have been astonished; 


| but when I see in a deliberative body an attempt 


erty may be maintained, property and personal | 


rights protected, and general happiness secured. 
The substance of what is there declared by the 
Senator is, that the unity of the Government shall 
survive not only the Constitution, but all rights 
both of persons and of property. 


The institutions of the southern States existed || kind enough to wait until F get through? 


1! 
| 
| 
} 


} 


| made, through the very heading ofa bill, to create 


odium and prejudice against a particular interest, 
which is equally protected with others under the 
Constitution of your country, it shows a frame of 
mind which leads all thoughtful men to despair 
both of the Constitution and the country, if such 
a spirit can prevail. Yes, sir, there is now upon 
your Calendar, or has been referred to a commit- 


| tee, a bill, the title of which is, ‘* A bil| to suppress 
=n 1} ! 
the Union not an end, but a means—a means by 1} 


the slaveholders’ rebellion.’’? I have not seen the 
bill, but Il am informed by a Senator near me that 
in the body of the bill there is a proposition to 
set free all the slaves in the States that have with- 
drawn. 1 suppose it will be printed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the Senator from Ken- 
tucky allow me to ask him a question ? 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the Senator be 
Unless 
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it bears on what I am now saying, I prefer not to 
be interrupted. 
Mr. BINGHAM. The question I wished to 
ask did bear on what the Senator was now saying. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will hea? the Sen- 
ator 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


I wish to ask the Senator 
if he denies that the present rebellion is a slave- 
holders’ rebellion? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do, sir. I have 
no doubt that the question of slavery,.and their 
rights as connected with that institution, as the 
understand them, had a great deal to do first with 
the controversies which preceded the separation, 
and then with the act of separation itself; but it 
is perfectly manifest to any one who takes the 
trouble to make himself acquainted through the 


public press and otherwise with the opinion in | 


those States, that whereas the proportion of slave- 
holders to non-slaveholders is very small, the 
sentiments of the population are-almost unani- 
mous, without regard td the ownership of that 
description of property. Allow me to ask the 
Senator a question. Does he approve the title of 
that bill, and of what is represented to be con- 
tained in the body of it? 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 have not read the bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have told what it 
contains. Does the Senator think it an appro- 


priate title fora bill, and does he approve the con- | 


tents of the bill? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I donotknow what are the 
contents of the bill; but | do approve of its title. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Senator did not 
answer the other part of my question, I will ask 
him whether he 1s in favor of freeing the slaves 
in the seceded States ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will answer the Senator 
that I agree entirely with the remarks of the hon- 
orable Senator from Connecticut. If it be a ne- 
cessity, I am. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I am very happy 
that I asked the Senator the question, and that he 
has answered. 
rerret that the fact is so; but it serves to bring the 
mind of the country to consider the actual con- 
dition of affairs, a 
ing over us. 


Mr. President, there were some other aspects 


of this question which I proposed to discuss; but | 


I will not now. I may, or | may not, at some 
time during the session, speak of them. The field 
is a boundless one. I say I may, or I may not, 
speak of them. IL am quite aware that nothing 
which the few of us who are here, who take the 


were proposed by the venerable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, my predecessor. Senator after Senator, 
most of them from the southern States, a number 
from the northern States, offered and pressed here 
termsofadjustment. Everytifing was fejected and 
everything was refused. 
bring the country to this condition for the sake of 
a political platform? Was it worth while, for the 
purpose of getting an opportunity to vindicate the 
power of the Government at the expense of the 
Constitution, to bring the country to this condi- 


tion; to obstinately reject every proposition for |! 


adjustment? 
My colleague has this moment handed me the 


| bill that bears the novel title, ** A bill to suppress 


the slaveholders’ rebellion’’’? The enacting clause 
of the bill, as might have been anticipated from 


the title, reads as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Representatives || 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That | 


from and after the passage of this act, there shall be no sla- 
very or involuntary servitude inany of the States of this 
Union that claim to have seceded from the Government 
and are in open and armed resistance to the execution of 
the laws and the provisions of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. 


I believe that is to be carried out by a procla- 
mation of the President: 
ind be it further enacted, That immediately after the 


passage of this act, the President of the United States shall | 
cause his proclamation to be issued, setting forth the im- | 
mediate and unconditional emancipation ofall persons held | 
as slaves in any of the aforesaid States under the laws | 


thereof, and also ordering all officers to give protection to 
all such emancipated slaves, and to accept the services of 
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‘Was it worth while to || 


all who may tender them in behalf of the Government, if, | 


in the judgment of such officers, such services shall be use- 


| ful or necessary to the prosecution of this war. 


It is not only a congressional act of emancipa- 
tion, but it is intended to arm the slaves against 
the masters. It is not only to confiscate the whole 
property, but it is to foment a servile war. That 
is a proposition offered in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States! Sir, I shall find myself denounced in 


|| the newspapers to-morrow morning as a man who 


I regret to hear that answer; I | 


the danger which is impend- | 


same views that I do, can utter, will have the | 


slightest effect; and I would not now detain the 
Senate with these broken and plain remarks, but 
that I consider it a public duty. 

Mr. President, some of us came to this session 
of Congress with a lingering hope that something 
might yet be done to avert war; with a hope that 


words of peace might be heard from the Ex- | 


ecutive Mansion, or, if not there, might be heard | 


from the Halls of Congress. 
appointed. In one branch of Congress, it is out 
of order to propose peace; and here it would be 
vain and idle. I have no proposition to make; 
none would be listened to; certainly none could 
succeed, But let the country know that war, un- 
relenting war, is resolved upon, and that the Con- 
gress of the United States has deliberately refused 
to embrace perhaps the last opportunity that was 
offered to avert the horrors of this internal strife. 

Unconditional submission, it is said, is the al- 
ternative of war. What man’s influence could or 
would produce this result? I know, you know, 
Senators, that there is no human power that could 
induce a peace upon those terms; because ten mil- 
lion people, earnest and sincere, never yet sur- 
rental at discretion. The man who speaks of 
peace is looked upon with suspicion, if he is not 
openly accused of treason. 

Let it also be remembered, history will record 
the fact, that when efforts were made at the last 
session of Congress, earnestly and persistently 
made, to heal our then existing difficulties, the 
gentlemen of the majority refused to listen to any 
terms, although what has since happened was pre- 
dicted. It was stated upon the floor of the Sen- 


ate, by the late Senator from Hlinois, and I hap- | 


pened personally to know the fact myself, that 
the leading statesmen of the lower southern States 


were willing toaccept the terms of settlement which | 


We have been dis- | 


was uttering treason here, for speaking a word in 
favor of the Constitution; but not one word will 
be uttered against a Senator who deliberately pro- 


| poses to trample that Constitution under his feet, 


and to plunge the country into all the horrors of 
civil and of servile war. 
Why argue the question further? I have done, 


sir; I shall trouble the Senate no longer. I know | 


that argument and appeal are all in vain. The 
Senate pants for action. I shall not, for my part, 
longer delay it. I have cherished all my life an 
attachment to the Union of the States under the 
Constitution; and I have always revered that in- 
strument as one of the wisest of human works. 
Now, I see it put aside by the Executive of the 
United States, and that act about to be approved 
by the Senate; and I see proceedings in regard to 
it which, in my opinion, will not only subvert the 


| Constitution but destroy the public liberty. It is | 


vain to oppose it. I am quite aware that, in the 
present temper of Congress, one might as well 
oppose his uplifted hand to the descending waters 
of Niagara as to reason or to appeal against the 
contemplated proceedings. The few of us left 
here who are faithful to our convictions can only 
look with sadness upon the melancholy drama that 
is being enacted before us. We can only hope that 
this flash of frenzy may not assume the form of 
chronic madness, and that in any event Divine 
Providence may preserve for us and for posterity, 
out of the wreck of a broken Union, the priceless 
principles of constitutional liberty and of self-gov- 
ernment. [Applause in the galleries.} 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, obtained the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I rise to address myself 
to this noise in the galleries. It has been an- 
nounced here repeatedly—and I should not rise 


now if I did not suppose there were some persons | 


in the galleries who did not understand it—that, 


by the rules of the Senate, these manifestations, ” 


either of approbation or disapprobation, require 
the Presiding Officer to clear the galleries. 1 wish 
it to be distinctly understood that | shall insist 
upon the enforcement of the rule if the offense is 
repeated. I would insist upon it now, but L sup- 
pose there are in the galleries persons who did not 
understand the rule. Any manifestation of ap- 
plause or of disapprobation requires that the gal- 
leries be cleared, and kept cleared; and | give 
notice that that will be done, if it is repeated. 
Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Mr, President, the joint 


| resolution out of which this debate has grown is 


|| arms? 
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a resolution to confirm certain acts and proclama- 
tions of the President of the United States, I 
formed and issued during the recess of Congress 
Gentlemen take a technical objection against the 
action of the President, and say that he has viola. 
ted the Constitution of the United States, | ro. 
member an incident, I think in Roman history 
where an African pro-consul was required to 
swear that he had not violated the laws of Rome: 
instead of which, with uplifted hand, he swore 
| that he had saved the Roman republic. And what- 
sover differences of opinion may this day exist in 
reference to the action of the President, I tak; 
for granted that every intelligent patriot in the 
land not only believes, but knows, that the Presj- 
dent has saved the Republic, by his energetic and 
patriotic action since the 4th of March. I sanction 
and approve everything that the President has 
done during the recess of Congress, and the peo- 
ple sanction and approve it, and there is no power 
this side of Heaven that can reverse that decision 
of the American people. I not only sanction all 
that they have done, but I sanction all that they 
are soon todo. When your victorious and con- 
quering columns shall sweep treason out of old 
Virginia; when they shall make that old Com- 
monwealth a fit residence for the patriotic de- 
scendants of her revolutionary fathers, | shall 
sanction and approve that. [sanction andapprove 
the use of force now, at once, immediately; and I 
would shake that traitorous Commonwealth as 
with an earthquake tread of a hundred thousand 
armed men. 

What is it that the President has done since the 
last meeting of Congress? First, he has declared 
a blockade of the southern ports; and gentlemen 
| tell us there is no constitutional authority for that. 
It is the first duty of the President to see that the 
laws are faithfully executed. We have a tariff 
law imposing duties upon foreign importations. 
That has been disregarded by the seceding States; 
| they have assumed to pass a tariff act different 
| from ours. That law of Congress cannot be en- 
forced by the ordinary course of procedure under 
your collections of revenue at the proper ports 
established by law. There is no higher power in 
the Constitution of the United States delegated to 
the President than the power to “ take care that 
the laws be faithfully executed.’’ These high and 
eeneorerenty preset although not perhaps tech- 
nically granted in the Constitution, result as an 
incident to the war power, which is invoked, and 
constitutionally invoked, under that provision of 
the Constitution which authorizes the President 
to use force to suppress insurrection and to put 
down rebellion. 1 sanction, then, the proclama- 
| tion establishing a blockade. 

The next objection is to the declaration of 
martial law, by which the writ of habeas corpus 
was suspended. I only regret that when the writ 
was suspended, the corpus of Baltimore treason 
was not ** suspended ’’ too. It is necessary to the 
enforcement of the laws and to the preservation of 
the Union that this writ of habeas corpus should 
be suspended; and the Constitution of the United 
States says, in express terms, it may be sus- 
pended in case of rebellion and insurrection. Then 
the whole question comes to this: who is to judge? 
W here is the discretion lodged? Clearly with the 
President of the United States; and itcan be safely 
| lodged nowhere else. Suppose an insurrection 
| breaks out during the recess of Congress: the 
| President is sworn to uphold the law and the Con- 


ere 


|| stitution; he finds armed rebellion; has he no 
|| power to put itdown? May he not use all proper 


power to put down armed rebellion? I approve, 

| then, the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. 
What more does the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky say? That General Washington pros- 
ecuted the revolutionary war toa successful term- 
| ination without ever suspending the writ of ha- 
beas corpus. That is true. He was in a contest 
with a foreign foe—a foe recognizing some of the 
usages of civilized and Christian warfare. Here 
we are engaged in entirely a different war, where 
our enemies are in our midst. What would gen- 
tlemen do? What would they have the President 
do? Suppose my distinguished friend from Ken- 
tucky had been elected President, and seven States 
had seceded and levied war against the United 
States, and were with an embattled host threat- 
| ening to take and capture the capital: what would 
| have been his action? Would he have folded his 
No, no. He, I doubt not, would have 
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made a blow to defend the Union and the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Then what else 
could he have done than President Lincoln has 
done? If, as I suppose he does, the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky echoes public ofinion in 
Kentucky, or intends to echo public opinion there, 
{ have no doubt that that proud Commonwealth 
would have sanctioned and approved and advised 
the very step the President has taken to vindicate 
the Jaws and to defend the Constitution of the 
Unite d States. | 

But another charge which he made against this 
Administration—that private papers were seized. 
{ suppose the honorable and distinguished Sen- 
ator, from Kentucky refers to telegraphic dis- 
patches. They were seized, but not quite soon | 
enough, as I think; and still they have proven a 
California placer of treason. It was right and 
proper to seize them. It was right to seize the 
dispatches to vindicate the character of honorable 
Senators on this floor. I have read to-day a let- 
ter placed in my hands, in which it is stated that 
a distinguished Senator upon this floor said that 
Lincoln’s Congress should not be permitted to 
convene here upon the 4th of July, but should be | 
confronted with Representatives of fifteen south- 
ern States. Now, sir, that is a charge in the 
public press 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the Senator 
allow mea moment? 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Certainly. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Does the Senator 


refer to me? 





Mr. LANE, of Indiana. The article in the | 


paper refers to the Senator from Kentucky. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have to say, sir, 


that I never, at any time, took the ground that || 


the Congress should not be convened here on the 


4th day of July. On the contrary, I took the | 
ground that the convening of this Congress would | 


be the time to make the last effort for peace. Al- 
low me to add one word. I have answered this 
because I thought, under the circumstances, it was 
due to the Senate and to the country. My rela- 
tions with the Senator from Indiana have been 
of a charact@ér which led me to suppose that he 
would not intentionally perpetrate an unkindness 
orevenarudeness. I cannot feel towards him as 
I might do towards others who would do the act 
which he has justcommitted. He mustallow me 
to say that, under the circumstances, I think the 
conduct was hardly becoming in a Senator to rise 
without having accosted me privately on the sub- 
ject, and make that a question in the Senate. 
Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I have given the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Kentucky an opportunity 


to disavow the sentiment. I was proceeding to | 


say that | know nothing whatever of its truth. | 
was using it for this purpose, to show that the 
seizing of those dispatches might be necessary to 


vindicate the character of Senators on this floor. | 


Certainly nothing unkind was intended by me. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I was aware that 
nothing unkind was intended by the Senator, and 


hence, in alluding to him personally, 1 framed my | 


answer as I did. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I have only this to 
say: I had seen the charge before, and had seen 
no denial. Hence I used it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have seen a thou- 


sand. Ido not pretend to deny a charge against 
me now. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Now, Mr. President, | 


the next count in the indictment of the distin- 
guished Senator from Kentuck 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the Senator 
pardon me for a moment? As I said, I never pre- 
tend to deny the charges in the newspapers that 





I see against me now. I will deny one other, and | 


it shall be the last. 1 tried this system of denial. 
I was represented to have uttered some sentiments 


in Kentucky, not long ago, in one of the leading || 


papers of the State, and | authorized a friend to 
contradict it. ‘The sentiments attributed to me 
were so atrocious that I thought was warranted 
in having them contradicted. They were con- 
tradicted in a friendly pressonmy authority. The 
day after they were contradicted the paper in 
which they originally appeared came out, saying: 
** We see they are contradicted by authority; we 
guess they are true.’? That was the reward | had 
tor denying a slander of that sort. 

The only other newspaper matter which I will 


contradict is this: I saw it stated that the Gov- |! war levied against any State, or against any State || 
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ernor of Kentucky and myself sent a telegraphic 
dispatch to Mr. Jefferson Davis, or to some mem- 
ber of the southern confederacy, stating that Ken- 
tucky wasready to contribute seven thousand men 
to sustain the cause, &c. Ido not know what 
else; perhaps that we were going to precipitate 
her into revolution; but I recollect that was the 
leading idea. I have to say, that that is totally 
unfounded and false. I had no such correspond- 
ence of any kind; and Lam happy to be able tc 
say, In regard to the Governor of my Common- 
wealth, who is one of the best abused men in 
America, as he is one of the best men in America, | 
that I asked whether it was true in regard to him- 
self, and he informed me that it was equally false. 
Now, sir, I shall deny nothing more. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Mr. President, an- | 
other count in this indictment is thal citizens have 
been imprisoned without any authority of law, 
which amounts to precisely the firstcharge, to wit: 
that martial law has been declared under the 
proclamation of the Presidentin some few localities 
where it was eminently necessary. Citizens of 
Baltimore have been imprisoned under military 
authority, and, as I believe, have been rightfully 
imprisoned. When a New England regiment 
cannot march through the city of Baltimore to 
defend the capital without being attacked and 
shot down by a mob, it is time that the military 
authority should do what the civil authority was 
not able to do—suppress and put down that un- 
authorized mob. Isympathize with the true and 
loyal citizens of Baltimore. I sympathize with 
the patriotic soldiery of Massachusetts who were 
coming to defend the capital. I have no sympa- 
thy to waste upon armed traitors and rebels. I 


show them sympathy. 

Another charge is, that the President has vio- | 
lated the Constitution of the United States in this: 
that he has disarmed citizens; refused them the 
privilege, under the Constitution, of bearing arms. 
Sir, it 1s true that he has refused traitors the priv- 
ilege of using arms against the Government of 


the country. General Lyon, of Missouri, and | 


the gallant Frank Buarr, and their associates, 
did disarm some fifteen hundred rebels at Camp 
Jackson, near St. Louis; and for that we are told 
they are violators of the Constitution. What 
other instance does the Senator from Kentucky 
remember in which the right to bear arms has 
been refused to any citizen? The President has 
not only guarantied, by his action, the right to 
bear arms, but he has invited the patriotic citizens 
| of the United States to bear arms for the only 
noble purpose for which men can take arms—in 


defense of the Constitution and liberties of the | 


people. Is the right to bear arms in Kentucky 
so sacred that it may never be violated? ‘Then, 
why do you not bear arms in defense of the Con- 
stitution and liberties of the Republic? ‘There is 
(a right to bear arms that is worth something. 
Does Kentucky stand upon the right to bear 
arms? Why is she not bearing arms upon the 
battle-field to-day, beside Massachusetts and lun- 
diana and Ohio, and the loyal States? Why does 
| she not insist upon her right to bear arms, when 
traitors are seeking to tear down the Government 
under which we live? The right to bear arms, 
forsooth, is a forgotten right in the chivalric old 
| Commonwealth of Kentucky. I have listened 
| for her voice in this war; I have heard it not; and 
why? Because her action is, as | believe, para- 
|| lyzed by the course of her State authorities; but, 
| on the first Monday of next August the true 
voice of old Kentucky will be heard, and you will 


have a two thirds majority in favor of loyalty to | 


the Union, and the places that know her distin- 
guished Governor now, will soon know him no 
more forever, 

Another count in this indictment against the 
Administration is, that they have put down trea- 
|| sonable newspapers. The Administration have 
| shown a forbearance beyondall parallel in history. 
| There is no government of constituted authority 

upon earth that would have tolerated either the 
treasonable utterance or publications of these trai- 
tors. Lsay thatI not only approve of the destruc- 
tion of that St. Louis paper, but I rejoice at it, as 
an evidence of returning common sense in those 
who are to defend the Government of the country. 
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institutions, The President has called out troops 
to suppress insurrection, and put down rebellion 
These are the objects for which your troops have 
been called into the field. The abolition of sta- 
very Is no object contemplated for which this war 


is to be prosecuied But let me tell gentlemen, 
that although the abolition of slavery is not an 
object of the war, they may, in their madness and 
folly and treason, make the abolition of slavery 
one of the results of this war. That is what f 
understand to be precisely the position of the 
Administration upon the subject of this war. 

‘The gentleman closes his very able and eloquent 
speech with the assumption of a position and doc- 
trine that [do not for one moment admit; and that 
is, that the States made this national Union of 
ours. Ihave read wrongfully, and to little pur- 
pose, the history of the convention that formed 
the Constitution, if that is historically correct. I 
understand the people of the United States to have 
made this Constitution; and so Webster under- 
stood it. Was he a constitutional lawyer—that 
man whose congressional speeches are text-books 
of constitutional law in every law school in Eu- 
rope and America? He held that the Union was 
the result of the spontaneous action of the people 
of the United States. 

This doctrine of State rights, as opposed to the 
rights of the General Government, under the Fed- 
eral Constitution, is a most dangerous and pesti- 
lent heresy, which underlies this whole contro- 
versy. Out of that idea, and one other idea, the 
present disastrous state of things has been brought 
upon the country. The idea of social, political 
inequality among the respective members of the 
Confederacy, underlies this war at its very foun- 


leave others to pronounce their eulogy, and to || dation. We are to teach them, I hope, a lesson 
| of respect for the North; we are to teach them a 


lesson of equality. Claiming to be the superiors 
of no man or no section, we claim to be the peer 
and equal of the proudest member of this Confed- 
eracy; and wheresoever the troops of the loyal 
States have met the rebels in arms, they have 
illustrated that lesson, at least, in American his- 
tory. They have performed prodigies of valor, 
which were not surpassed in the days of Greek 
and Roman glory. lam proud of this demon- 
stration of public opinion and northern prowess. 
Whatever else this war may do, that one thing it 
will do—it will teach a lesson of equality for a 
thousand years; nay, more, it will add a thousand 
years to the glorious lifetime of this, the only true 
Republic upon the earth 
So much for these objections to what the Pres- 
ident of the United States has done. But the 
closing argument, after all, and that upon which 
the gentleman places most stress, is, thatan effort 
was made at the last session of Congress to give 
to the President this very power, and that the 
Congress of the United States refused to pass that 
bill. That is true; and why? Because the gacant 
seats around us were then filled by traitors, many 
of whom are now in arms against the Republic. 
For that reason, and that alone, we failed to con- 
fer this power upon the President of the United 
States. Ido not desire to be misunderstood in 
reference to the doctrine of subjugation. First it 
was **coercion,”’ and then * subjugation,’”’ of 
which we heard so much.. What is the history 
of this terth coercion? It occurs first in a manu- 
script letter, now being published, from James 
Madison, the father of the Constitution, in which 
he took the ground that the right to coerce obedi- 
ence to all the Federal laws was necessary to the 
very existence of the Constitution. There is 
| where it first occurred. When General Wash- 
ington invoked the authority of the Government 
to put down the whisky insurrection in Penn- 
sylvania, did anybody croak of coercion or sub- 
jugation? When General Jackson invoked by 
his proclamation the same power to crush out 
treason in South Carolina, did anybody hear of 
this * odious doctrine of coercion?’’ When it was 
necessary to call for the power of the Army and 
Navy to arrest a fugitive slave in Boston, did 
anybody talk about coercion? No, sir. The 
power to coerce is the power to¢ nforce obedience. 
| A Government without it is a mockery. No 
Government can exist without the power to en- 
} force obedience to its laws and deere es. It is of 
the very essence of all rovernment that the power 


One word, before I forget it, on the subject of.|) to coerce the disobedient and the rebellious should 


this war, and the object of the war. There is no 


exist and should be recognized. 
But the gentleman says he is glad that the peo- 
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ple have their attention now directed to the true 
posture of American politics. l am glad that the 
people have their eye turne d in the same direc- 


tion. In_the last sixty days, four hundred thou- 
sand troops have volunteered to defend the stars 
and stripes, and to defend the Constitution. There 
is no parallel in all human history to the wide- 
spre aaa othusiasm which has pervaded the whole 
people. The nearest parallel is when Peter the 


Hermit preached a crusade for the recovery of 
the Holy Sepulcher; and our cause is little less 
sacred than that for the recovery of the grave of 
the Saviour of mankind, for we propose a crusade 
in defense of the Constitution, the rights of man, 
and the liberties of the American people. 

1 understand by coercion, a right to march 
troops wheresoever the Government desires to 
march them. You hear much said about the in- 
vasion of a sovereign State. Who can invade a 
State? The home Governmentor a foreign Gov- 
ernment? Virginia is to-day as much a part of 
the United States as Indiana, and the President 
has as much right to march troops there, and I 
hope is now engaged in marching troops there for 
the purpose of crushing out rebellion. Let us 
stand by the compromises of the Constitution. 
Let us hereafter send all our pacific messages to 
traitors at the mouth of the cannon. Let the 
politicians reflect honestly the will of the people, 
and your volunteer soldiers will crush out this 
rebellion without leaders and without officers 
They have determined to do this very thing. 

But gentlemen say how, from the ruins, will you 
reconstruct the Republic >? Wedo notcontemplate 
any destruction of the Republic which involvesa 
reconstruction. We intend to protect the Union 
men of the border States, to foster the Union sen- 
timent,to getupa counter-revolution, which will 
lay all secession and treason in ruins. That is 
what we propose to do. We expect soon to read- 
mit ‘Tennessee into the Union, as we have recently 
readmitted old Virginia; we expect soon to read- 
mit North Carolina; and we expect to present, 
in six months, an unbroken front to all foreign 
Powers, no single star erased, the light of no star 
obliterated by treason in any part of the country. 
When we get the seceding States properly repre- 
sented upon the floor of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, then we shall have nothing to do but 
to punish the last remains and remnants of this 
most disgraceful rebellion; and the remedy, after 
all,as a Kentucky remedy; we propose—hemp. 
That is the remedy for treason; not under mob 
law, but under indictments in courts. We pro- 
pose to have courts and judges sworn to support 
the law, and who will abide by that sacred oath. 
When this is done, | promise you that treason 
and rebellion will be buried forever. 

Senators, [ have regretted the necessity that 
compelled me to speak for a few moments on this 
occasion; but it was an occasion, it seemed to me, 


| the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 


| had passed the following bills of the Senate with 


| volunteers to aid in enforcing the laws and pro- | 


that cMfled for utterance. If I had refused to raise || 
my voice in defense of the Consutution and liber- 


ties of the country, the very stones would have 
cried out in mutiny. It is a time when patriots, 
without treachery, cannot be silent. We differ 
about this great question; but there is no diversity 
of opinion in reference to the transcendent im- 
portance and magnitude of the discussionin which 
we are engaged. If L have made myself suffi- 
ciently understood, I have accomplished my pur- 


poe, I sail under no false colors. Whatever I || 


1onestly believe, that I boldly avow; and upon 
the avowal of these sentiments I take my stand 
before my constituents and the people of the Uni- 
ted States; nay, more,I am willing that these sen- 
timents should be inscribed as an epitaph upon 
my tombstone. I desire no prouder eulogy than 
‘there is a man who humbly discharged his dut 
to his country and his God, and dared to think 
there was something sacred in the nature of an 
oath to support the Constitution of the coun- 
try.” 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Delaware 
{Mr. Bayarp] has given us notice that he desires 
to address the Senate on this resolution; and for 
that purpose, | move that it be postponed until 
Thursday, at one o’clock, and on that day I shall 


endeavor, if possible—and I hope to be sustained | 


in it—to obtain a vote in the Senate. Tf make this 


motion to postpone at his request; and in the | 


mean time we can take up some measures now 
pending before the body. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


propose to make this the special order for Thurs- 
day ? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir; at one o’clock. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I name Saturday. We 
want toeet on with our business, and then dis- | 
cuss the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 
on the longest time. The first question will be 
on postponing the resolution until Saturday. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WILSON. I hope that will not be done. || 


Mr. LATHAM. I would suggest to the Sen- | 
ator from Wisconsin, that probably we may get 
through with the business before Saturday. The 
House of Representatives has passed a resolution 
to adjourn on Friday. If we can get through | 
with our business, of course we shall concur in 
that resolution. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will not insist upon the 
amendment. All I wished to express was a de- 
sire that the practical business of legislation should | 
take precedence of this discussion. If Thursday | 
will answer, I will consent to fix Thursday. 

The motion of Mr. Wixson was agreed to; and 
the joint resolution was made the special order | 
for Thursday next, at one o’clock. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Erneringe, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the following bills,in which 


A bill (No. 20) to provide for the suppression | 
of rebellion against, and resistance to, the laws of | 
the United States, and to amend the act entitled | 
‘* An act calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws of the Union, &c.,”’ passed February 28, 
1795; 

A bill (No. 33) for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines, of 
the United States sloop-of-war Levant; and 

A bill (No. 46) to authorize the Secretary of the 
Navy to employ temporary clerks. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill (S. No. 13) to provide for the 
appointment of assistant paymasters in the Navy. 

he message further announced that the House 


amendments, in which the concurrence of the | 
Senate was requested: 
A bill (No. 9) to alter and regulate the Navy 
ration; and 
A bill (No. 1) to authorize the employment of | 


tecting public property. 

The message further announced that the House 
had concurred in the amendment of the Senate 
to the bill (H. R. No. 14) to authorize a national 
loan, and for other purposes. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 
resume the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. No. 19)*making addi- 
tional appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1862, and appro- 
priations of arrearages for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1861; the pending question being on 
the following amendment, offered by Mr. Tuom- 
son, from the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

Insert after line twenty-five : 

For completing the iron steam battery at Hoboken, New 
Jersey, being erected under the superintendence of Edwin 
A. Stevens, Esq., a sum not exceeding $812,000 ; Provided, 





the Secretary of the Navy, upon an examination being made 
by a board of examiners to be appointed by him, shall deem 
it expedient to complete the same. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes two, noes 
not counted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in. The amendments were or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 





A bill (No. 20) to provide for the suppression | 
Of rebellion against and resistance to the laws of 
the United States, and to amend an act entitled 


) 











‘*An act calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws of the Union,’’ &c., passed February 28. 
1795—to the Committee on the Judiciary, r 

A bill (No. 33) for the relief of the widows ang 
orphans-of the officers, seamen, and marines, of 
the United States sloop-of-war Levant—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A bill (No. 46) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to employ temporary clerks—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. GRIMES, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business: 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, July 16, 1861. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxroy, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
LAWS OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the laws 
of the Territory of Washington; which were re- 
ceived, and referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 





PUBLIC BOOKS. a 


Mr. BURNETT. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution. It is a proper inquiry, in view 
of the resoluticn adopted yesterday. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is it for reference? 

Mr. BURNETT. Itis merely a resolution of 
inguiry. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the superintendent of the folding-room 
furnish this House with the number of books, documents, 
&c., to which members are entitled in States which have 
not sent Representatives here, a full and complete list 
of the number and character of said books, &c., and the 
names of the members who were entitled to the same. 

There was no objection; and the resolution was 


adopted. z 
INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I call for the regular order 


of business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


| ness is the call of committees for reports. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. Mr. Speaker, a resolu- 
tion was passed yesterday, directing the Commit- 
tee on Commerce to institute inquiries as to 
whether any further measures are necessary to 
puta stop to piracy upon our commerce. The 


| committee have had that subject under consider- 


ation. They have been in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and Commodore Paulding; and the bill 
which | now report has been the result of that 
consultation. Perhaps the subject properly be- 
longs to the Committee on Naval Affairs; but as 
immediate action is demanded, and the inquiry 
has been referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Iam instructed by that committee to report to 
this House a bill to provide for the temporary 
increase of the Navy. I shall ask that it be put 
on its passage. If there be ovjection because it 
makes an appropriation, I will move that it be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with a view to consider it 
there at once. 

Mr. BURNETT. Let the bill be reported. 

The bill was read through. 

Mr. BURNETT. I make the point of order 
that the bill must, under the rules, have its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The point is well taken. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. This bill ought to be 
passed at once. It is not necessary for me to re- 
fer to the depredations of pirates upon our com- 
merce. They are well known. The Secretary 
of the Navy desires to be armed with the power 
which this bill gives him, and I hope it will be 
conferred upon him. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to consider this bill. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
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